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 I find the focus throughout the Bible rests 
on God, not on Satan, and not on an 
abstract, absolute evil. God has created the 
way for us to live at peace with each other, 

at peace with ourselves, and at peace with 
God. Basking in our terrible sinfulness never 
comprises any part of that gracious way of 
redemption. Our challenge consists in 
making that gracious way our own, a 
challenge also known as repentance.  

Yes, I’m wishy-washy on the seriousness of 
sin and evil; but I’m wishy-washy because 
I’m sure that God in Christ has already 
defeated the powers of darkness that urge 
us to give into the world’s cynicism and urge 
us to believe that we have to live in darkness 
because our deeds are rotten.  
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 Wicked and Rotten 

 

 

 

 
 

 

By Fred L. Horton, Interim Rector 

Last month, we read the following 
passage from John as part of the 
Gospel for the Fourth Sunday in 
Lent. The New Revised Standard 
Version translates the Greek as 
follows, 

And this is the judgment, 
that the light has come 
into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather 
than light because their 
deeds were evil. For all 
who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the 
light, so that their deeds 
may not be exposed.                                    
(John 3:19-20) 

Had the translator been in my 
Greek class, I would have asked 
why she/he translated two 
different Greek words with the 
single word “evil” and what did 
she/he mean by the translation.  

In this passage, Jesus declares that 
people love darkness because 
their actions are ponera and then 
goes on to explain that those who 
do faula things don’t want them 
exposed. I might have translated 
the first word “wicked” and the 
second one “rotten.” (For the 

Greek faula, compare the English 
word “foul.”)  

My translation, though, did not 
satisfy a friend who was going to 
preach on the same text. He was sure 
I wasn’t taking evil seriously enough 
and even found my translation a bit 
flippant. Couldn’t I understand the 
thoroughgoing perversity of sin our 
Lord was emphasizing? Well, no, I 
suppose not. I thought my translation 
made the very human wickedness of 
sin smell just as rotten as it was. Still, 
maybe I am wishy-washy on the 
seriousness of sin and evil. If so, I have 
my reasons. 

The Bible has many words for the 
rotten things we do to each other and 
to God: sin, trespass, wrong, 
wickedness, iniquity, and a host of 
others. What it doesn’t have, though, 
is a catchall abstraction for them. The 
Bible is content to call stealing, 
cheating, slander, drunkenness, 
adultery, and killing by their right 
names and tell us these actions are 
always and everywhere 
reprehensible and require serious 
repair. The remedies for sin range 
from restitution for wrongs we do 
each other to forgiveness from God 
and from our neighbors. Our 
willingness to forgive others for the 
rotten things they do to us comprises 
the prerequisite for asking God (or 
our neighbor) to forgive us, as I wrote 
in last month’s newsletter.  
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Lectionary Study Group 
Each Sunday there will be an adult 
group meeting in the parlor following 
the 8:30 service to discuss the Bible 
lessons for the day. Dr. Horton will lead 
this discussion. 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The members of the prayer 
shawl ministry continue to 
make shawls and lap robes 
for those on our prayer list.  
We also have some other 
items such as scarves that we would love to share.  If you have 
need of a blessed prayer item, please contact Denny Jennings 
(drdjennings5952@gmail.com) or Tobi in the church office.  If you 
add someone’s name to the “immediate need” prayer list, 
consider picking up a shawl or lap robe to take or send to them.  
We love to share prayers with others. 

 
 
Godly Play  
Our Godly Play meets each Sunday morning at 9:30 
for a wonderful story experience. Contact Denny 
Jennings to volunteer or for questions. 

 
 
Bible Study 
The Bible Study on the Gospel of Mark meets 
Wednesday afternoons at 4:00 PM in the parish 
hall, Dr. Horton instructing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ECW  

We are continuning to collect food items for the 
Back Pack Food Program at Gentry Middle School. 
Thank you so much to everyone that has donated! 
Please keep the donations coming. The list of 
suggested items is posted on the collection box. 

 
Coffee Hour  
We have many openings to host Coffee Hour. Please 
check the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall for available 
dates. The church provides coffee, cream, sugar and 
juice.  

 
Altar Flowers 
The 2018 Altar Flower Chart has been posted for 
those wishing to provide flowers in honor or in 
memory of a loved one. The following dates are still 
availabe: June 10, 17 & 24, July 1, 8 & 15, September 
2, October 28 and November 18. 

 

Help us recycle! For ongoing recycling of the 
bulletins we are asking church members to drop 
their bulletin in the recycle box by the water cooler 
as you make your way down for coffee. Tobi 
recycles the used bulletins each week. Thank you. 

 
Lock before you leave… 
As an added safety precaution we are aking that Coffee 
Hour hosts lock the back door before going upstairs for 
the 10:30 service.  

The ushers have also been asked to make sure that the 
front door is locked after everyone leaves or goes 
downstairs for Coffee Hour. Please be mindful and lock 
doors as you leave throughout the week. Many times doors have 
been left unlocked overnight.  

 

 
 
 

Let’s Share 
I hear often the fact that many of Trinity’s parishioners don’t know each other. It was suggested that we bring back the “biography” 
section of our newsletter that was done several years ago to introduce new members. I think it would be fun though to open it to 
anyone willing to share. Tell us something fun or quirky that we might not know about you in addition to some of the basics.  

To kick it off I thought I would introduce myself: 

“Hi! My name is Tobi and I’m your church secretary. I have been at Trinity for almost 12 years. Prior to working here I worked in retail 
sales and management. Before that I worked in automotive service. I actually went to school and studied auto mechanics my first year 
of college before changing my focus to business. My husband and I have been married for 18 years and we have two boys, Hunter (14)  
& Walker (10).  We live on a 30 acre farm in the White Plains community of Mount Airy.  I’m not native to Mount Airy-I grew up in the 
Winston/King area but moved here because I knew it would be a great place to one day raise my children. I love to cook and enjoy finding 
new recipes to try. My favorite types of restaurants are Thai and Japanese. I always have a book with me.  I LOVE road trips and traveling 
with friends. Donuts and coffee make me very happy.  I may or may not have a candy stash in my office.” 

This is me in very abbreviated form. I hope you learned something new about me. Please share your bio with us next month! 

 

mailto:drdjennings5952@gmail.com
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April 2018 Schedule 
 

 
Date 

 
Coffee 
Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Godly Play 

April  1 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
No Coffee 

Hour 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 

 
Vicky Town 
Kale King 

 
Mike Wilson 
Linda Light 

 
Jim & Wendy 

Tatman 

 
Beckie 
Derrick 

 
No Godly 

Play 

April 8 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

Margie, 
Martha & 

Pam 

 
Mark/Ross 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Gloria Lawrence 

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Theresa Gray 

 
Pat/Linda 

 
Kate Appler 

April 15       
8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Ted Ashby 

 
Vicky Town 

James Derrick 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

Mac & 
Candace 
Sammons 

 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 

 
Janet 

Sosnowski 

April 22 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Denny/Mac 

 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet 
Sosnowski 

 
Marilyn Lamm 

 
Erika Rowe 

 
Denny 

Jennings 

April 29 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Brenda/Bill 

 
Vicky Town 
Ann Vaughn 

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Nancy Taylor 

 
Wendy/Linda 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 
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Immediate Needs: 
Edith Mills Brown 
Shasta Brown 
Donna Fargo 
Michael Follett 
Linda Hicks 
Sue Hidley 
Geroge Huizinga 
Gary Kniskern 
Charles Light 
Renee Morgan 
Hugh Nance 
Susan Olchak 
Bill Rogers 
Maria Scales 
Suzanne Settle 
Brooke Springthorpe 
Ellie Strohl 
Jim Tatman 
Lyn Stabler-Tippett 
Robert Tippett 
Vicky Town 
Jerry Varn 
Kim Whitaker 
Cassidy Willard 
John Zebrowski 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Melissa Belcher 
Kristi Calton 
Joe Caravello 
Theresa Caravello 
Ron Doerschug 
Linda Doerschug 
John Foltz 
Gatewood Family 
Chandra Harmon 
 

 

 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

Laying on of hands and anointing will be 
offered at the altar at each service. To 
participate please remain at the altar rail 
after receiving Holy Communion. 

 

 
Adam Hewko 
Melva Houston 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
James Johnson 
Kale King 
David Kroupa 
Butch Lancaster 
Angelia Lawrence 
Bill Nichol 
Wade Nichols 
Rocks-Anne Paul 
Betty Ridolfi 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Dave Robbins 
Sheila Robbins 
Mike S. 
Haley Selby 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Tom Wilmoth 
Wise Family 
Jack Woltz 
Hope Zimmerman 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin Humphrey, 
Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, Gordon 
Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel Phillips, 
Robert Poole, Terry Stone 

Pastoral Care at Trinity 
We should all continue to be aware of 
pastoral needs of each other, and 
communicate these to Fred or Tobi at the 
church office or to any vestry member so 
that they can be addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Pastoral Care Committee 
The new Pastoral Care Committee 
participated in a training with The Rev 
Canon Earnest Graham. Committee 
members are: Jill and Ross Borders, 
Denny Jennings, Amory and Father Kale 
King, Janet Noble, Wendy Tatman and 
Brenda Goings. Like to know more? Ask 
anyone on the team! 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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On Good Friday, we were joined by the Rev. Dr. Regina Christianson and her 
husband Stephen Whiteley. Dr. Christianson is a priest from Chatham, Virginia; 
and she and her husband are both musicians of exceptional training and 
experience. Regina  and Stephen performed her composition “The Morning Star” 
during the service.  

 

  

"Christ is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!"  
 

We heard this glorious greeting all during our Easter Day services at Trinity......a blessed and holy and 
beautiful day here. Our lives are changed by Easter, and our celebration comes because Christ is 
alive....after three long days in the tomb, we know that he has defeated death. 
 

If we keep our eyes on Christ and draw closer to him and to one another, we will be Easter people 
everyday. The joy that bubbles up in us now will be ours to share forever---the joy that the Lord is Risen 
Indeed! 
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a birthday 
blessing during any of our services. It is 

our custom to put one penny (-or 
dollar!) in the birthday bank for each 

year of your life. 

The funds go to support our Staples 
Food Ministry. 

 

Birthdays 
7th Paula Johnson 
11th Larry Keesler 
11th Lyn Stabler-Tippett 
20th Charlotte Wuenscher 
23rd Jill Borders 
30th Kate Appler 
 
Anniversaries 
12th Mark & Kate Appler 
21st Tom & Mary Fawcett 
22nd John & Karen Springthorpe 
 
 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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