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Trinity Episcopal Church has a role in God’s 
unfolding redemption of the world.  God is 
making all things new and we are 
participants.  God has willed us into 
existence and brought us together to 
advance God’s purpose.  I don’t know what 
that will involve, specifically.  But, I do 
know we are already actively engaged. The 
opportunities are flowing towards us, 
already in and among us…ministries we 
already share and new ones around the 
corner.  It is exciting to think about, isn’t it?   

Open your Bible to Acts 29 and you will 
discover that there is no Acts 29.  The final 
chapter of Christ’s vision for the Church is 
being written right now by each of us as the 
good news of Jesus Christ is being 
proclaimed and lived out all over the world. 
We are given our mission in Acts 1:8, “You 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”  We are  
witnesses commissioned to tell others about  
Jesus Christ by word and example.   

We each have significant spiritual gifts and 
unique opportunities to use them.  It is our 
responsibility to know what our gifts are and 
be ready to respond as opportunities 
arise…always with the focus being to 
glorify God.   
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 Be thou my vision 
 By Rev. Lyn Stabler-Tippett 

It has been said that when God calls 
a person to ordained priesthood, 
God gives that person a vision of 
what his or her ministry will be.  
Implicit in my call is a picture that 
draws me forward day by day.  It is 
my vision, no one else’s.  I cannot 
and would not impose my vision on 
someone else, but still, I measure 
myself against the work I believe 
God is giving me to do. 

Strategic planning, vision, mission, 
goals and objectives are familiar 
concepts for me because I worked 
for many years as an organizational 
development consultant in the 
corporate world.  Performance 
measurement and feedback are 
important to keep an organization 
on track to achieve outcomes 
important for the company’s 
customers and shareholders.  
Organizational drift occurs when a 
company does not attend to these 
things.   

My first inclination as your new 
Rector is to communicate my 
vision, invite dialogue, and set 
some goals.  WARNING: A church 
is not a company.  A church does 
not function like a company. It 
functions as a community.  A 
church is a community of believers  

 

in which each one is responding to 
God’s call on their lives.  Each person 
in a church community has a unique 
call and a common mission.  Our 
mission together is to spread the good 
news that the kingdom of God has 
come near in Jesus Christ.   We are 
commissioned to spread this news and 
make disciples of all nations.  The only 
vision that counts is that God’s 
kingdom comes in the hearts of all 
people and that God’s will is done. 
(Matthew 6:10, 2 Peter 3:9) 

The Christian way of life involves 
being ready to respond to surprises. 
Opportunities arise where we least 
expect them and are often directly 
opposite of what we had planned to do 
or thought would work best.  “Man 
plans, God laughs” goes the familiar 
Yiddish proverb. 

The focus of a Christian community is 
Jesus Christ and the glory of God.  God 
is in control; we are led.  Still…we can 
think about how we maintain this 
focus.  We can think through what 
strengthens our ability to respond to 
opportunities and what that looks like.  
We can reflect and we can dream 
dreams, as long as we let the Holy 
Spirit lead.  We can believe God.  We 
can trust the authority of Jesus Christ. 
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Here are some characteristics of “church” that draw me 
forward and inspire me to work hard every day for the 
kingdom of God.  These characteristics are part of my vision, 
but not a complete list.  Let me know what you think. 

Faith:  We are a church in which individuals are honest and 
serious about faith in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Faith is a gift from God.  We don’t “develop” faith. As we 
learn and grow in wisdom and knowledge, faith deepens and 
matures over time. Faith inspires evangelism and 
reconciliation. 

Teaching:  We are well-educated about our tradition through 
ongoing classes, Bible study, open dialogue and a lifelong 
commitment to Christian formation for adults and children. 

Worship:  We are enthusiastically engaged in worship in a 
variety of ways.  We present opportunities for the 
surrounding community to experience Anglican liturgy and 
music both traditional and contemporary, as the 
opportunities arise. 

Communication:  We share information regularly, internally 
and externally.  We emphasize constructive and direct 
communication.  We are responsive to ministry 
opportunities and celebrate results. 

Outreach:  We are a generous and welcoming Christian 
community that “helps people.” We are involved in many 
projects individually and in church sponsored ministries. 

Partnerships:  We are willing partners with other 
organizations in the local community and the Diocese of 
North Carolina to reduce fragmentation and have greater 
impact on problems. 

What is important to you?  What vision is God giving you for 
Trinity?  We are the Body of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry identifies evangelism 
and reconciliation as the two components important for 
effectively spreading the Good News.  And, he says, “this 
mission moment has less in common with the church of 
the 1950s, or the church of the high Middle Ages or the 
church of the post-Reformation era, less in common with 
those eras, and more in common with the earliest 
Christian movement in the Acts of the Apostles.”   

To be part of the Jesus Movement also means that 
Episcopalians need to know Jesus of Nazareth. There’s a 
difference between Jesus of Nazareth, the man described 
in the New Testament, more specifically in the Gospels, 
and Jesus portrayed in modern Christian culture. 

“The Jesus of the Gospels, no matter how you cut it, 
defines love as the core, the center, it is the be all and the 
end all, it is the beginning and the end, the way of love of 
God and love of neighbor, is the sum total of the entire 
spiritual and religious enterprise” Bishop Curry said, 
adding that that is not what the cultural Christ is depicted 
as. 

The message of Jesus, he said, came be found in the 
parables of the prodigal son and of the sheep and goats as 
well as in the Sermon on the Mount. 

“That Jesus consistently calls us to a higher self and is a 
consistent challenge to our way of being … that Jesus is 
very often not simply ‘Good News’ but often ‘new news’ 
cause I’m not sure that that Jesus is really known.  “This 
Jesus Movement is about some Jesus people emerging, 
people who actually look and sound and talk and walk 
like Jesus,” he said. 

May 18, 2016 Lynette Wilson 

 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/article/presiding
-bishop-shares-his-vision-mission 

 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/article/presiding-bishop-shares-his-vision-mission
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/article/presiding-bishop-shares-his-vision-mission
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Bible Study 
Join us for Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Hall. We are studying the 
Gospel of Matthew. The books 
for this study are Matthew for 
Everyone by N.T. Wright and the 
correlating study guide. 
Participants have chosen to order their own books. Please 
contact the church office if you need assistance ordering a copy. 

 
Book Group 
We continue reading C. S. 
Lewis's book, The Great 
Divorce,  an entertaining work 
of fiction, involving a bus ride 
from Hell to Heaven.  Meetings 
are Mondays at 10:30am in the Parish Hall. Everyone is welcome 
to attend! 
 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 
first Wednesday of each month at 
10:00 a.m. in the Parish Parlor. 

 
 
 
Godly Play & Adult Sunday School will 
break for summer and resume in the fall. 
 

 
 
 
Trinity Sunday Church Picnic 
 On Sunday, June 11th we will celebrate 
Trinity Sunday with a picnic at the 
church. We will provide the chicken  
and if you would like to bring a side 
dish, drink or dessert to share-please 
sign up in the Parish Hall. 

 

ECW 
Trinity’s ECW will meet June 4th at 9:30 a.m. 
The Episcopal Church Women’s group is a 
group for all women in Trinity. 

 

Citizens Police Academy  
Congratulations to Morris Allred on his completion of the Mount 
Airy Police Department’s Citizen’s Police Academy. The group 
met weekly from January to March to learn about crime 
prevention, narcotics investigations, Crisis Management Team 
operations and more.  

Pub Theology  
Join us for Pub Theology at 7:00 
p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 
of each month at White Elephant 
Beer Co. on Market Street. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In Praise of Gratitude 
 
Most mornings I give myself a little jumpstart by 
reading the daily devotion in Forward Day by Day. Then 
I write in my journal, using a brief discipline shared with 
me by a friend. There are 4 parts: 
 
-2 intentions (example: prayerful or focused) 
-3 gratitudes (self explanatory) 
-2 things to let go (something I allow to bring me down, 
like procrastination) 
-3 things laser-focused to do (things I'm determined to 
accomplish that day) 
 
When I first began writing this it took time, but it gets 
easier with practice. The thing that affects my heart 
most is the 3 gratitudes.  I am so often asking God for 
things........it just feels better to start the day with 
thankfulness. Recently Trinity has made my list often----
-for Lyn and our ministries together, for our joyful 
service of celebration, our teamwork, new faces, and 
for our parishioners who freely serve God and Trinity.  I 
am sure you could all help me with this list----or even 
better, start your own!  It amazes me how beginning a 
new day by saying thanks keeps me on track and seeing 
the world around me through a brighter, happier lens. 
If you decide to try it out, I would love to hear your 
results. 

Submitted by Brenda Goings 

 

Congratulations to Mac & Candace Sammons on the birth of  
their great-grandson Justin Andrew Atkinson. He was born 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 to Michael & Ginny Atkinson, weighing 
8 lbs. 4 oz.  
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June 2017 Schedule 
 

 
Date 

 
Coffee Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice 
Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Candles 

June 4 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Kate Appler 

 
Denny/Mac 

 
Vicky Town 

Martha Marcum 

 
Mike Wilson 
Linda Light 

 
Paula 

Johnson 

 
Margie Martin 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

June 11 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Trinity Sunday 

Picnic 

 
Margie Martin 

 
Ann Cochrane 
Ann Vaughn  

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Linda & Ned 

Michaels 

 
Mary Fawcett 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

June 18 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Bill Noble 

 
Vicky Town 

Gloria Lawrence 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Malmo Family 

 
Linda Michaels 
& Vicky Town 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

June 25 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Beckie 
Derrick 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet 
Sosnowski 

 
Ross & Jill 

Borders 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, May 18th Trinity’s ECW hosted a community event with YVEDDI Surry Domestice Violence & Sexual Assault Program. Jessie 
Parsons, the community educator for YVEDDI presented “The Children Next Door”-a video about children and the effects of domestic 
violence.  
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Immediate Needs: 
Janice Branscome 
Jim Christy 
Anne Smith Cox 
Laura Liner 
Billie Miller 
Ron Richards 
Dave Robbins 
Cassidy Willard 
Tom Wilmoth 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Ginny Atkinson 
Michael Atkinson 
Melissa Belcher 
Kristi Calton 
Joe Caravello 
Bob Dalessio 
David Dalessio 
John Foltz 
Chandra Harmon 
Michael Hensley 

 

 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
anointing and laying on of hands is 
offered. To participate in this powerful 
time of prayer, simply remain at the 
Altar rail after receiving Holy 
Communion.  
 

 
Pastoral Care at Trinity 

 
At this time of change we should all 
continue to be aware of pastoral needs 
of each other, and communicate these 
to Lyn or Tobi at the church office or to 
any vestry member so that they can be 
addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Adam Hewko 
Melva Houston 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
James Johnson 
Kale King 
David Kroupa 
Jonathan Kroupa 
Angelia Lawrence 
Rocky Lyons 
Bill Nichol 
Wade Nichols 
Rocks-Anne Paul 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Mike S. 
Haley Selby 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Riley Voss 
Patty Wise & Family 
Jack Woltz 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin 
Humphrey, Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, 
Gordon Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel 

Phillips, Terry Stone 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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Telling Your Story  
Stacie Adams, Bereavement Coordinator  
(Mount Airy Office) 
  
Do you ever feel like people are tired of hearing you 
talk about your loved one and telling your story? 
People tell me frequently that they get the impression 
or are sometimes even told that they need to stop 
talking about their grief and “get over it.” I hope that 
whoever made those comments had good intentions 
and meant to be helpful, but they actually cause far 
more harm to the already devastated bereaved 
person.  
 
What they don’t understand is that healing takes place 
as you tell and re-tell your story. It is through this 
narrative process that we come to make sense of what 
happened. We put the pieces of our puzzle together, 
find acceptance and eventually peace. So, although 
others may feel uncomfortable or inadequate when 
you share your story, it is a necessary part of the 
healing process.  
 
Your loved one’s life is interwoven with yours… you 
have a shared history. As you share, you are not only 
telling the events of their life, but yours as well. This is 
a part of your family’s heritage that deserves to be 
told, re-told and preserved for future generations.  

 
Please consider attending one of our many support 
groups or arranging a visit with your bereavement 
coordinator to tell your story. We would love to 
listen! 
  
This article was taken from an archived edition of The 
Next Step. For more articles or to sign up for this 
newsletter visit: http://www.mtnvalleyhospice.org.  
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.”    Matthew 5:4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Bereavement is a journey. Bereavement is not a cure. 
It is a bridge on life's road. To be Bereaved is to be 
deprived, robbed and to be left in a sad or lonely 

state. Bereavement can help. It can assist in healing 
the heart. Did we say that it is a life bridge? Trinity 

would like to assist the Bereaved. Let us assist. 

Contact a Vestry member today. 

 

http://www.mtnvalleyhospice.org/
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Helping Hands 
Dear Friends, 
 
We would like to start a new column for the newsletter 
titled "Helping Hands". 
 
The purpose is to share the many community projects 
in which parishioners are involved and let others know 
how they might also lend a hand. 
   
Gallery Group at the Blue House Art Studio 
  
This non-profit organization was begun in 2005 as an 
art program for adults with disabilities. 
 
We offer a variety of creative arts classes that focus on 
learning in a fun and friendly environment where 
everyone is accepted and given the opportunity 
to express themselves. 
 
We are housed at the Blue House, 615 N. Main St., just 
a block from Trinity. 
 
Ann Vaughn, Wendy Tatman and Martha Marcum, are 
three of the current volunteers who help there. Gary & 
Mary Ann Cook are retired board members. 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Tuesday and Thursday classes are free to any 
handicapped person who would like to attend; and 
focus on art projects and music. Drama and dancing 
have been included in the past but we do not currently 
have teachers for these classes. 
  
If you would like to come and visit us please let Martha 
or Wendy know and come on Thursday morning 
between 10-12. 
  
If you would like to help, here are some suggestions: 
 
Don't throw away your old art and craft supplies or 
paper--donate them to us! 
 
Come visit and see if you would like to volunteer as a 
teacher or assistant. 
 
If you know adults who would enjoy attending these 
classes, please help them connect with us. 
 
Yes, we have a budget and accept monetary donations. 
 
We have computers that need a little fine tuning.  This 
means some one young enough to understand them! 
     
We would love to have a technology volunteer! 
  
If you have any questions we will be happy to try to 
answer them. 
  

Wendy & Martha & Ann 
  
Tag, you're it!  Write an article about your favorite 
charity activity and send it to Tobi at 
info@trinitymtairy.com for the next newsletter. 
 
  

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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On Wednesday May 24th, in the midst of a major storm and tornado 
warnings, we celebrated and renewed our commitment to the 
ministries we share at Trinity. Bishop Anne Hodges-Copple, Canon 
Catherine Massey, Cannon Earnest Graham, Deacon Beth McKee-
Huger and priests from this region joined us to witness our vows to 
one another. 
 

 
  
An important part of the service is when the Wardens state that 
Trinity has called me to be Rector and the Bishop asks the 
congregation if your are ready to continue your ministries with me as 
Rector.  There was a rousing response of "We are!"  
 

 

Then they read the Letter of Institution which formally lays out my 
role and commitments as Rector.  We renewed our Baptismal 
promises and gave symbolic gifts representing our ministries:  A 
Bible for the Good News, a prayer shawl for prayer, a stole and flask 
of oil for pastoral care, the bread and wine for Communion, a hymnal 
representing music ministry, Godly Play objects for Sunday School, 
and food items represented the Staples ministry.  All of these things 
are symbols for the work we do together.  Last but not least, we 
celebrated Holy Communion together. 
 

 
 
 
It was a glorious night for all who made it through the storm.  For all 
of us, the work of our "new ministry" continues.  Thank you!! to all 

who helped make this evening so special.  We are the Body of 
Christ.  May all we do and say glorify God's name! 

 

 
  



TRINITY TRIBUNE JUNE 2017 | P A G E  10 |   

 

 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries  
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www.trinitymtairy.com 
www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy 
info@trinitymtairy.com 
(336) 786-6067 

 

Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a birthday 
blessing during any of our services. It is 

our custom to put one penny (-or 
dollar!) in the birthday bank for each 

year of your life. 

The funds go to support our Staples 
Food Ministry. 

 

June Birthdays 
14th Gray Fallin 
20th Alberta Anderson   June Anniversaries 
20th Ron Richards   1st Eric & Denny Jennings 
22nd Janet Herman   11th Bill & Linda Hicks 
24th Frances Fawcett Rodenbough 12th Mark & Lynn Goad 
27th James Kemp   15th Ned & Linda Michaels 
28th Chase Brintle   25th Richard & Rosa Elliott 

 
        

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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