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As my family comes to visit us, they all want 
to see the church.  I first began to notice it 
as we walked through the church. In the 
quietness, no one there but us, every time I 
noticed something new, something done by 
you for the church, and evidence of 
kindnesses done for others.  I noticed my 
picture on the wall and knew someone had 
not only framed and hung it, but had also 
photoshopped the stray hair from across 
my face.  I noticed fresh paint on the fence, 
refurbished parking spaces, a quilt in the 
parish hall to help reduce noise, altar colors 
changing on que, Advent greens and 
Christmas wreaths and garland too.  I also 
noticed on FaceBook pictures of happy 
activity during Autumn Leaves (parking, 
baked goods, smiles and hugs), witches 
handing out candy on Halloween, a 
beautifully decorated Christmas tree to 
help raise funds for SCAN and parade-goers 
gathered at Trinity.  There you were, 
representing Trinity at the Annual Diocesan 
Convention.  I also know that Staples is 
thriving and the Medical Loan Closet has 
become a reality, the Book Group is having 
deeply meaningful discussions, pastoral 
care is happening with loving calls and visits 
and worship services are being led by 
visiting priests.    
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  Promises, promises, promises 
 

 

 
 

 
By Rev. Lyn Stabler-Tippett 

It’s that time of year. We know 
how the story goes and we love 
celebrating the birth of our 
Saviour.  We can even come to 
appreciate the delicious bitter-
sweetness of waiting, anticipating, 
hoping the promises made will 
come true on Christmas Day. That 
special gift, that special Child will 
appear to delight and satisfy 
us. And, as we allow it, that same 
Spirit appears in us,, to delight and 
satisfy countless others.   
 
It is easy to forget just how 
insignificant Jesus’ birth would 
have been to the people near him 
that night.  Mary knew and 
pondered the angel’s promise in 
her heart.  Joseph knew and was 
committed to their safety and well 
being.  But, to many others it was 
just another birth among many, in 
a small out of the way place.  There 
was no way to know the ripple 
effects this birth would stir, a sea  
of change in the world.  God’s Love 
became enfleshed that night and 
forever more the presence of the 
living God would inspire mankind 
in countless small good 
ways…ripple upon ripple,  

 
 
 
redemption, grace and hope surge 
throughout creation.  
 
Something that has amazed me the 
past few months in cards and letters 
and conversations, are the many 
lovely affirmations I’ve received from 
friends and family. Testimony to the 
effect my small words and deeds have 
had in people’s lives…small things can 
have lasting effects that we may never 
know.  We don’t tell each other nearly 
enough how much our lives are 
inspired and changed by things 
someone does or the example they set 
for us.  I almost wish everyone could 
be seriously ill just for a tiny time, to 
inspire loved ones to tell them how 
much they are loved and 
appreciated.  But, instead, I want to 
tell you, the people of Trinity Mount 
Airy, how much I appreciate you, and 
how I see Christ, the Living God, 
working in and through you.  Ripples 
effects, promises kept, grace and 
redemption are being accomplished 
by you, in you, through you, far and 
wide. 
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I smiled every time I noticed something and reflected on 
just how blessed Trinity is to have such an involved and 
spirit-filled group of people here.  We stand together and 
look to the future while holding close the promises of the 
ancient past, hoping that the things we do will have ripple 
effects long term and for the greater good.  As we are filled 
with the Spirit of the Living God and are inspired and led by 
that same Spirit, we can boldly expect that what we do in 
service of our church will work together for good…now and 
forever.  
 
Rev. Sam told me being Rector at Trinity was like “falling 
into a bowl of butter.”  I supposed at the time that was a 
good thing, not knowing exactly what he meant.  Now I 
know, and I will watch with delight when we welcome a new 
Rector and they get to discover all the ways being at Trinity 
is warm and squishy, easy and sweet and so very much 
inspired by that small good thing that happened so long 
ago: a tiny baby was born, and God’s grace came into the 
world.   
 
“In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn from on 
high shall break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of death, and to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.” (Luke 1:78-79) 
 

Lyn+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Angels 

As in previous years, we would like to continue helping 
some children who are in need this Christmas season.  We 
have listed on our bulletin board 6 children from Shepherd’s 
House, and 4 children from the Guardian ad Litem program, 
and a few specific needs or requests.  If you would like to 
help please just sign your name on the chart under the child 
and item you would like to purchase.  Wrap the gift, add an 
identifying tag and bring it to church by Dec. 17.  Kate Appler 
and Wendy Tatman will deliver the gifts.  Please call us if 
you have any questions.      Wendy – 336-374-6828. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Trip to Belize  

Holy Cross Anglican Primary School is located in the San 
Mateo area of San Pedro on Ambergris Cay in Belize.  
Founded in 2006 by two missionaries from Virginia, the 
school started with three rooms and 66 students; and has 
grown to a campus which currently feeds and educates 440 
students from pre-school through 8th grade. 

The school counts on donations and mission teams who 
come from various churches and schools to help with 
building and maintenance, health needs, and tutoring.   

I first learned about this school at the ECW conference in 
Durham, when I met Bob Moore from St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Salisbury.  They have sent mission teams to Belize 
for many years, and were involved in helping to build the 
school initially.  It sounded very interesting and exciting, but 
I did not pursue the idea and I thought it was too late.  Then 
I went to the Diocesan Convention in Winston Salem, and 
there was Bob Moore again.   

So, now I am signed up as a team member in early February 
and I can hardly wait!  I will be tutoring students in reading 
which was part of my working career.  My long-term plan is 
to come back home and put a Trinity team together for 
sometime in the next year or so.  For more information, 
please look up the school’s website:                                             
www. holycrossbelize.org.  I will be anxious to share more 
when I return. 

Wendy Tatman  

 

 

http://www.holycrossbelize.org/
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Vestry Elections 
Six names were presented as candidates for three Vestry 
positions.  Of these, Ted Ashby, Brenda Goings, and Bruce Strohl 
were elected to serve.  Others nominated were Tom Fawcett, Mac 
Sammons, and Jim Wuenscher.  Margie Martin and Wendy 
Tatman will be rotating off the Vestry.  

 
“Trinity Strong”  
To show your support for Mother Lyn please feel 
free to take a purple bracelet from the basket 
near the front door or from the basket in the 
Parish Hall.  
  
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets on the 
first Wednesday of each month. The next 
meeting is January 3, 2018 at 10:00 am at the 
church. 
 
Book Group 
On Monday, December 4, our group began 
reading Paula Gooder's Advent meditation The 
Meaning is in the Waiting.  In the Forward to 
the book, Duke Divinity Professor Lauren 
Winner says, "In this winsome and yet 
provocative Advent devotional....I began to sense something had 
not understood before, in any of my other Advent observances--
---it is not just we who wait. God is waiting, too.  'The Lord waits, 
that He may be gracious unto you,' says Isaiah, one of the 
prophets who interests Paula Gooder most.  God waits on us, for 
our attention, for our visits home, God waits for our vision and 
our ear." 
  
We meet at 10:30 each Monday, through December 18, when 
we will break for Christmas. Please join us, as we gather in the 
parish hall for a lively discussion and preparation for the birth of 
our Lord.  Questions? Contact Brenda Goings 
at:brendanichol@earthlink.net. 
  
 
Godly Play  
Our Godly Play meets each Sunday morning at 
9:30 for a wonderful story experience. There 
will be no Godly Play on Sunday, December 
24th. Contact Denny Jennings to volunteer or for questions. 

 
Stewardship Update  
As of this date, we have 50 
households that have 
pledged for 2018 totaling 
$188,688.00. We are truly 
grateful to all of you who 
continue to support Trinity’s mission and ministry through your 
work, prayers and offerings of time, talent and treasure. If you 
plan to pledge, but haven’t filled out a card yet, we encourage 
you to do so. 

ECW  
We will be collecting food items for the Back 
Pack Food Program at Gentry Middle School. 
A box is located in the Parish Hall near the 
bulletin board. There are examples of what 
types of snacks to donate listed on the box. 
Mainly the child should be able to fix the item themselves. We 
will continue to collect items until the box is filled and will 
deliver the snacks to the Middle School. 

Christmas Cards 
A limited supply of Christmas cards featuring a 
watercolor of Trinity Church by Brenda Goings 
are available in the church office. The cost is $5 
for 2 cards. Proceeds go to the church.  
 

Inquirer’s Class 
For those that have already signed up and for those 
that may be interested, we will scheduled an 
Inquirer’s Class to begin after the holidays. More 
information to come! 

 
 
Coffee Hour  
The new 2018 Coffee Hour sign-up sheets will be  
posted soon in the Parish Hall. Please sign up to 
host. We provide the coffee if you’ll provide a light 
snack. 

 
Altar Flowers 
The new 2018 Altar Flower Chart will be posted soon 
for those wishing to provide flowers in honor or in 
memory of a loved one.  

 
Staples 
Many thanks to everyone that donated money to 
purchase turkey dinners for Staples clients and 
for the Christmas gifts donated this month.  

 
 
Trinity Birdhouse 
We would like to thank Ana Smith for 
painting and donating this beautiful 
birdhouse in the image of Trinity!  
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December 2017 Schedule 
 

 
Date 

 
Coffee Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice 
Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Celebrant 

Dec 3 
10:00 am 

 
Parish Annual 

Meeting 

 
Bill Noble 

 
Martha Marcum 

 

 
Janet Herman 

 
Advent 

Greenery 

 
Miki Spencer 

 
The Rev. Sealy 

Cross 

Dec 10 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Charlotte & 

Linda 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 

 
Vicky Town 
Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet 
Sosnowski 

 
Advent 

Greenery 

 
Ann Vaughn 

 
The Rev. Sam 

Mason 

Dec 17 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Linda Michaels 

 
Brenda/Bill 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Kale King 

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Advent 

Greenery 

 
Brenda 
Goings 

 
The Rev. Sam 

Mason 

Dec 24 
10:00 am 
Morning 
Prayer 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Mark/Ross 

 
Ann Vaughn 

 
 

 
*** 

 

 
Advent 

Greenery 

 
Brenda/Jill 

 
Eric Jennings 

Dec 24 
4:30 pm 
8:30 pm 

 
*** 

 

 
Volunteers 

Needed 

 
Linda Light 

James Derrick 

 
Wendy Tatman 
Janet Herman 

 
Nancy Taylor 

 
Brenda/Jill 

 
The Rev. Earnest 

Graham 

Dec 31 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Jill Borders 

 
Vicky Town 

Gloria Lawrence 

 
Mike Wilson 
Linda Light 

 
Theresa Gray 

 
Nancy Taylor 

 
The Rev. Tricia 

De Beers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ECW Christmas Tree 

The ECW donated a lovingly decorated Christmas tree for the SCAN (Stop Child Abuse 
now) fund raiser which was held Saturday, Dec. 2nd , from 6 to 9 p.m. at the Mount 

Airy Museum of Regional History.  The theme of our tree is White Christmas and Ellie 
Strohl was the decorator!   The ECW is a sponsoring organization for the event and 

donated $1,000 to SCAN out of the money that we raised from                                    
our Autumn Leaves Bake Sale. 
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Immediate Needs: 
Edith Mills Brown 
Anne Smith Cox 
Carol Gatewood 
Family 
Charles Gunter 
Linda Hicks 
Geroge Huizinga 
John Kidwell 
Gary Kniskern 
Renee Morgan 
Hugh Nance 
Bob Planer 
Dave Robbins 
Suzanne Settle 
Nick Snyder Family 
Ellie Strohl 
Lyn Stabler-Tippett 
Robert Tippett 
Kim Whitaker 
Cassidy Willard 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Ginny Atkinson 
Michael Atkinson 
Melissa Belcher 
Shasta Brown 
Kristi Calton 
Joe Caravello 
Theresa Caravello 
Ron Doerschug 
Linda Doerschug 
John Foltz 
Chandra Harmon 
 

 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
anointing and laying on of hands is 
offered. To participate in this powerful 
time of prayer, simply remain at the Altar 
rail after receiving Holy Communion.  
 

 
Pastoral Care at Trinity 

 
We should all continue to be aware of 
pastoral needs of each other, and 
communicate these to Lyn or Tobi at the 
church office or to any vestry member so 
that they can be addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Adam Hewko 
Melva Houston 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
James Johnson 
Kale King 
David Kroupa 
Butch Lancaster 
Angelia Lawrence 
Bill Nichol 
Wade Nichols 
Rocks-Anne Paul 
Betty Ridolfi 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Mike S. 
Haley Selby 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Riley Voss 
Tom Wilmoth 
Wise Family 
Jack Woltz 
Hope Zimmerman 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin 
Humphrey, Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, 
Gordon Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel 

Phillips, Terry Stone 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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Changes  
Sabrina McKeithan, RN Case Manager (Pilot Mountain, NC) 
 
At this time of the year, we are ever aware of the changes 
that are occurring around us. How quickly the months pass 
us by. Then comes the cooler weather, rain, wind, falling 
leaves and, of course, snow. All of this makes us feel cold 
and raw, like our emotions when experiencing a loss.  
 
Tears, darkness, barrenness, loneliness and never-ending 
exposure to our overwhelming emotions— we tend to feel 
these more when there is a change in the weather. We 
wonder how we are going to get through this quagmire. We 
take a few steps forward, and then we are reminded of a 
loved one and that sinking feeling of loss surrounds us.  
 
Our emotions are even tougher when there is a holiday 
coming up, especially Christmas, when families get together 
and celebrate. Although seeing family get together is so 
special, there is an ache in our hearts that takes a long time 
to ease.  
 
We get to the time of opening gifts. We pick them up and 
admire the beautiful paper, bows, ribbons and shapes of the 
packages, and we start to wonder what is inside. Gently, we 
pull off the bows, ribbons and sticky tape, so as not to rip 
the beautiful Christmas paper. We open the box with glee 
and find the item inside is wrapped in tissue paper, which 
we slowly pull aside to find the most precious gift. A gift that 
means the world to you, making your heart sing and your 
whole self feel happiness.  
 
If you think about it, life is like a gift wrapped in multiple 
layers with beautiful paper, bows and ribbons. When we are 
born, the bows and ribbons come off. When we head off to 
kindergarten, a layer of beautiful paper comes away, and as 
each cycle in our life evolves, it sheds yet another layer of 
delight. 
 

We get to the center of the gift box and find out that it was 
love that was wrapped up ever so gently, with so much 
thought to the shape of the box, wrappings, color, 
adornments, bows and ribbons. Love comes in so many 
different layers and it just reminds us how precious life is.  
 
Life can be tough at times, with unexpected twists and 
turns. Losing a loved one is one of the hardest things that 
any one of us will go through. Not one person goes through 
a loss the same—our coping mechanisms are different, and 
the grief process is a very personal one. No one can 
understand what you go through or how you feel, as this 
journey is personal and private to each of us. 
 
So let your love shine no matter how hard it may be. Love 
will remind you that life is ever present and we must choose 
how to move forward and evolve. Life will change, but at 
the end of the day, love will get us through any difficulty in 
life. 
 
This article was taken from an archived edition of The Next 
Step. For more articles or to sign up for this newsletter visit: 
http://www.mtnvalleyhospice.org.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mtnvalleyhospice.org/


TRINITY TRIBUNE DECEMBER 2017 | P A G E  8 |   

 

 

202nd  Diocesan Convention 
of North Carolina 
Brenda Goings, Jim Wuenscher, and 
Wendy Tatman all drove to Winston Salem 
on Nov. 17th, to attend the two-day 
convention at the Benton Center 
downtown.   

Rather than try to give you a blow by blow description of 
the whole convention, I would just like to share some of the 
highlights and thoughts I wrote down to share.  We heard 
addresses by Bishop Sam Rodman and Bishop Anne and 
reports by many others.  We toured the 40 or so tables set 
up in the lobby to learn about a variety of diocesan 
programs. 

Looking at the world and our country—we seem to have lost 
our way.  But here in NC we are working at becoming 
Beloved Community, and facing into our racial history. 

Doing this requires:   

1. Telling the truth, and telling our own stories. 

2.  Healing the wounds.   

3.  Repairing the Breach  

4. Loving each other 

I am a CIP—A Christian in Progress. 

A smile is a light in your window to let people know that 
your heart is at home. 

God is calling us to HARD work, HEART work, and HOLY 
work. 

We have to help us, the Love of God, the Light of Christ, 
and the Movement of the Holy Spirit. 

Unity is very, very, very, very, very hard. 

We are “Gospelprenurial” people, which means we put the 
Gospel first.  We are ALL apostles.  The Spirit of the Living 
God helps us to think and LIVE outside the box.  Being a 
“Godsend” means that God sent you! 

Programs you might wish to investigate: 

Making a Cursillo retreat, or being a team leader;  

Becoming a Deacon;   

Lift Every Voice;  

Becoming a Green Congregation;  

Making a pilgrimage to Costa Rica, or Botswana, our 
companion Dioceses; 

Taking a mission trip to Belize; 

Taking racial equity training, or taking a seminar, “Seeing 
the face of God;” 

Becoming a Verger.     

More information can be found on the bulletin board in 
the parish hall, and at the Diocesan website: 
www.episdionc.org  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.episdionc.org/
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Good morning, Episcopal Relief & Development friends, 
 

ERD is working with the Diocese of Los Angeles to respond to the wildfires in Southern California that have 
destroyed over 120,000 acres and 300 homes. More information about the fires is available here. Donations to 
support wildfire relief efforts can be made to the US Disaster Response Fund. 

 
The 2017 Atlantic Hurricane season has emerged as one of the most destructive in recent history, with 
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose and Maria causing major damage from Texas to Florida, Georgia and throughout 
the Caribbean. Donations to help victims of this season's hurricanes can be made to Episcopal Relief & 
Development's Hurricane Relief Fund. 

 
Donations made to Episcopal Relief & Development through the end of December will be matched up to a total 
of $760,000. All donations -- to the US Disaster Response Fund, to the Hurricane Relief Fund, for Gifts for 
Life  purchases or for undesignated uses -- will be matched. Matching funds will benefit the Global Needs 
Fund.  Gifts by check can be mailed to Episcopal Relief & Development, PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058. 

 
Of particular interest is the recent blog from Episcopal Relief & Development president Rob Radtke titled, 
"Servants of God: St. Nicholas & Bishop Paul Jones." I commend this quick read to you particularly because of 
Rob's telling of ERD's origin as a refugee ministry. 

 
You are encouraged to share with your congregations these updates and opportunities to help our sisters and 
brothers who are victims of disasters nearby and of unstable living conditions around the world. 

 

Peace, 

 

Reid Joyner 
Episcopal Relief & Development Coordinator Diocese of North Carolina 

  

https://www.episcopalrelief.org/press-and-resources/press-releases/2017-press-releases/california-wildfires
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donation
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/hurricane-relief
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts?ID=170000GP0000000&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=fy17pressrelease&utm_source=170000GP0000000
https://support.episcopalrelief.org/gifts?ID=170000GP0000000&utm_medium=pressrelease&utm_campaign=fy17pressrelease&utm_source=170000GP0000000
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/stories/servants-of-god-st-nicholas-and-bishop-paul-jones?utm_source=Episcopal+Relief+%26+Development+Stories&utm_campaign=c7c4691547-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_12_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_46765c2503-c7c4691547-446159729
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info@trinitymtairy.com 
(336) 786-6067 

 

Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a birthday 
blessing during any of our services. It is 

our custom to put one penny (-or 
dollar!) in the birthday bank for each 

year of your life. 

The funds go to support our Staples 
Food Ministry. 

 

Birthdays 
12/2 Collin Grier 
12/6 Carmen Grier     
12/10 Laura Brintle 
12/12 Denny Shelton 
12/14 Emma Fallin 
12/19 Bill Noble 
12/20 Wendy Tatman 
12/22 Angela Lawrence 
12/22 Linda Hicks 
12/22 Luis Aguilar 
12/25 Linda Light 
 
Anniversaries 
12/24 Jim & Charlotte Wuenscher 
12/30 Richard & Susan Olchak 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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