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My two professional associates Trinity 
have made me look good when my natural 
talents and inclinations would have done 
otherwise. Tobi York is the epitome of a  

business associate and certainly is much more 
than a parish secretary. She makes things work in 
a seemingly effortless way only because of her 
behind-the-scenes exertions to get things done 
well and on time.  

Larry Keesler has amazed me with his 
ability to work through his serious wrist injury to 
provide us top quality music Sunday after 
Sunday. Further, he has caught enough of my 
mistakes in liturgical planning to make me 
actually look competent, and I am most grateful 
to him in every way. Finally, on the subject of 
music, I’m going to remember Trinity singing 
joyfully each Sunday. Who knew that the 
congregation would take to the sung Eucharist so 
beautifully and make each of our celebrations 
such a joyful noise to the Lord.

Thank you, Trinity Church, for your 
songs, for your cooperation, your enthusiasm, and 
for your patience. Thank you, vestry and wardens 
for all your support. Trinity Church will always 
be in my heart as you claim the future God has set 
out for you in this place. I miss you sorely 
already. 

Fred   

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

In this issue 
1  Rector’s Letter 
2  Letter to the Parish 
3  Trinity Happenings 
4   August Calendar 
5   August Schedule 
6   Prayer Concerns 
7   Pastoral Care 
8   Farewell to Lyn & Robert 
9  Farewell to Fred & Patricia 
10 Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Rector’s Letter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

By Fred L. Horton, Interim Rector 

  I came to Trinity Church to 
fill in during a difficult time in the 
parish’s life, following the all-too-
sudden conclusion of the Rev. Dr. Lyn 
Stabler-Tippett’s tenure as your rector. 
Instead of finding a parish discouraged 
and distraught by the departure of its 
beloved rector, I found a parish 
continuing a well-crafted life of 
worship, community service, and 
outreach. Trinity had suffered a 
setback, but things at Trinity were 
working; and my job was to get on 
board and do my best to help continue 
the ministry Trinity and its rector had 
already established. 

That ministry included our 
long-established Staples Ministry that 
works in a highly professional manner 
to provide food for families in need. 
The parish continues to show its 
support for his ministry by its gifts of 
time and treasure to make sure the 
name of Jesus is the name of 
compassion in this community. 

Instead of just lamenting the 
fact of Lyn’s illness and her need to 
retire from active ministry, Trinity’s 
Bible Study Group began a project to 
create a medical loan closet for the 
community under the very appropriate 
name Lyn’s Medical Loan Closet. We 
held the dedication of Lyn’s Medical 
Loan Closet at its permanent location 
at the Jones Family Resource Center 
on January 30, 2018, and as of July 18, 
2018, the closet has 311 items of 

equipment for loan worth $30,000+. Bill 
Noble and Janet Herman, who are heading 
up the current effort, together with the 
Loan Closet Committee, intend to turn 
this undertaking into a community-wide 
effort, not just an outreach project of 
Trinity Church. To that end, the 
committee is inviting other churches in 
the area to form support teams to operate 
the closet, while reminding Trinity that 
volunteers from our parish are still sorely 
needed. 

One of the great pleasures of my 
short stay among you has been the Bible 
Study Group on the Gospel of Mark. As 
you know, I spent 43 years teaching Bible 
at Wake Forest University, so I was happy 
to have a chance to dust off my old 
teaching skills to work with this group. 
The happy surprise for me was that this 
group took everything I had in my larder 
of teaching materials on Mark plus 
everything I could produce to supplement 
those materials with recent research. It 
was like preparing for and teaching my 
Religion 322 “Gospel of Mark” class at 
Wake Forest except I had no tests to 
grade. The quality of preparation and 
discussion on the part of the class 
members was exceptional. 

Although I never got a chance to 
meet with the Book Discussion Group, I 
believe the same high quality of reading 
and reflection that I observed in the Mark 
class must have gone on in the book 
group. I earnestly hope these two 
invaluable intellectual and spiritual 
undertakings will resume in the fall. They 
don’t need a professor to make them 
work! 
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Another Leave-taking 
 

"Do not fear, I have called you by name, you are mine." Isaiah 43:1 

 

As Father Fred continues his travels to new places, we at Trinity find ourselves celebrating him, but feeling sad for 
our own loss.....We are still searching for the priest that God wants us to have here. That person has not yet come 
to us.  But we are God's beloved children whom He loves and cares for every minute of every day. 

The two candidates for Rector that your Vestry has interviewed were both qualified people of God.  One needs to 
continue living in Greensboro, the other feels called by God to a  ministry of caring for troubled churches.  (Thankful 
that we don't fit into that category!)  So for the moment, Trinity will have a rotation of three priests who will conduct 
our services on Sunday and Wednesday, until we find our Shepherd. 

Our Diocese continues to support us.  On Sunday, August 5, The Rev. Canon Earnest Graham, whom most of you 
know, will celebrate and preach at 8:30 and 10:30. You may want to speak  with him about your concerns.  Catherine 
Massey, Diocesan Canon for Transition and Pastoral Ministries, is also available to us.  She works closely with Bishop 
Sam Rodman to select candidates suitable for our parish needs. (catherine.massey@episdionc.org) 

Catherine feels that during September we should have another group of candidates for Vestry to interview.  Even 
though it is difficult to "wait upon the Lord", that is the work he has given us to do at this time. Please also know 
that your Vestry member wishes to stay in touch with you...you may call the church if you do not know who that 
person is. 

As Father Fred often says, we are a vital and loving church, in a world where many parishes do not fare as well....let 
us remain united in love, compassion, and prayer, not fearing but believing that the Rector God wants for us is 
coming. 

 

In His love, 

 
Brenda Goings 
Senior Warden 
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The Bishop is Coming! 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
September 16th. Bishop Anne Hodges-
Copple will visit Trinity and celebrate with 
us.  
 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The members of the prayer 
shawl ministry continue to 
make shawls and lap robes 
for those on our prayer list.  
We also have some other 
items such as scarves that we would love to share.  If you have 
need of a blessed prayer item, please contact Denny Jennings 
(drdjennings5952@gmail.com) or Tobi in the church office.  If you 
add someone’s name to the “immediate need” prayer list, 
consider picking up a shawl or lap robe to take or send to them.  
We love to share prayers with others. The prayer shawl ministry 
meets the first Wednesday of each month. 

 
Godly Play  
Godly Play will break for the summer and resume in 
the fall.  

 
 
Coffee Hour  
We have many openings to host Coffee Hour. Please 
check the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall for available 
dates. The church provides coffee, cream, sugar and 
juice with the host providing the rest. Linda Light is our 
new Coffee Hour Committee Chair. You can reach her 
at 276-251-1023. 

 

Sermons for the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services are available at 
https://trinitymtairy.com/worship. 

 

Surry County Walk to End Alzheimer’s September 8, 2018 
Team Trinity is again forming to 
participate in the Surry County Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s. Come join us for 
a beautiful walk at Riverside Park or, 
if walking isn’t your thing, make a 
donation to the Alzheimer’s 
Association! Contact Margie Martin 
for more information or to sign up. 

 

Let’s Keep in Touch  

Robert & Lyn Tippett 
16 Corner Oaks Dr.  
Hattiesburg, MS 39402.  
 
Lyn cell 601-441-1877 
Robert cell 336 -756-0883 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Trinity Episcopal Church  

Bits of Our History  
The early Mount Airy Episcopal Mission continued its growth and services as leaders were available.  According to The Yadkin Valley 
News of September 4, 1891,  

Rev. Jno. S. Littell, the popular young Episcopalian Minister who has been visiting us for some time, has gone north to 
finish his theological studies.  He leaves a host of good friends behind him who hope he will soon return. 

From the same newspaper on September 25, 1891, 

Rev. Fenner S. Stickney, a scholarly minister of the Episcopal Church, will hold two services in this city next Sunday at 
Miss Graves School House [Miss Isabel Graves, schoolteacher].  Bishop T. B. Lyman will preach in the Opera House 
Sunday morning, October 4th.   

Parish minutes record that Mr. Stickney was the first to “agitate the question” of building a church [building], but no action was taken 
beyond getting subscriptions.  Subscriptions were pledges and collections ranging from fifty cents to $100.  Thus our early church 
continued to grow. 

Denny Jennings is doing her good work on our Parish Registry. She pulled out these recollections which were recorded by Robert Merritt. 

mailto:drdjennings5952@gmail.com
https://trinitymtairy.com/worship
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Date 

 
Coffee 
Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Godly Play 

August 5 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Ted Ashby 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Kale King 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman  

 
Nancy Taylor 

 
Pat Gallagher 

 
Summer 

Break 

August 12 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Ginny 
Gilbert 

 
Jill Borders 

 
Vicky Town 
Linda Light 

 
Brenda Goings 

Janet Sosnowski 
 

 
Brenda 
Goings 

 
Linda Light 

 
Summer 

Break 

August 19       
8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Beckie 
Derrick 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Theresa Gray 

 
Rebecca 
Derrick 

 
Summer 

Break 

August 26 
  8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Brenda/Bill 

 
Vicky Town 

James Derrick 

 
Mike Wilson 
Linda Light 

 
The Fawcetts 

 
Erika Rowe 

 
Summer 

Break 

                         

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

MURMURINGS OF A RETIRED OLD FOOL 
 

When we go out to eat we know that there is some kind of decorum expected – despite our society’s effort to “pooh-pooh” such a 
thing. Truth is, there is a kind of “manners” for those of us to worship – even for us “crazy Episcopalians; “crazy only because “we 
have no infallible man (read Pope); no “infallible” Book (read Bible); and we have to make up our own mind about many things, and 
that is “crazy”, especially for some of our fellow Christian friends. 
 
Once the candles are lit and the Organist has begun the Prelude, meant to set the Mood for the Service, it is time to quieten down, 
stop passing time-of-day, and orient ourselves to worship together. In a great English cathedral a young man was in the back pew 
saying his prayer when some noisy folk entered. The Verger on duty quieted them with, “Please, we must not disturb the young man 
at prayer!” We are NOT “being cold” by refraining from conversation! We are making room for each of us and all of us to “connect” 
with the Almighty as we come into God’s House. After the service and at “the second half of our worship”, the coffee hour, is the 
time for conversation. 
 
There was a day when we all “stood for praise, knelt for prayer and sat for instruction.” Perhaps you have noticed that the Bulletin 
now conforms to the Prayer Book in that no instruction is given so, like the very Early Church, we may stand for prayer. (It certainly 
diminishes the “calisthenics”) Personally, I regret not being able to stand as I did for many months in the back row. We might even 
put aside our Prayer Book and, standing, focus our eyes on the “action of the Table (the other reason we are together) : He took, He 
blessed, He broke, He gave.” 
 
One last note. So many of us contribute to the parish with a monthly check. Somewhere in my ministry I read something that I have 
taken to heart. It was regarding our involvement in the Liturgy and the Communion. It suggested that at each service one “claim” a 
part of the Oblations (the bread and wine) carried forward with the Offering, with a coin of any amount as the Collection Plate came 
by our pew. Just thought someone might like the idea and join me! 
 
The Lord give you Love, Joy, Peace! 
Father Kale, Tssf (a Tertiary of the Society of Saint Francis) 
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Immediate Needs: 
Susan Fulk 
Betty Hooven 
Clara MacGruder 
Renee Morgan 
Candace Sammons 
Bill Stinson 
Lyn Stabler-Tippett 
Vicky Town 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Fareed Al-Khari 
Melissa Belcher 
Kristi Calton 
Joe Caravello 
Theresa Caravello 
Ron Doerschug 
Linda Doerschug 
Rosa Elliott 
Donna Fargo 
Michael Follett 
John Foltz 
Dyrk Garrison 
Gatewood Family 
Chandra Harmon 
James Hayes 
 

 

 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Adam Hewko 
Linda Hicks 
Melva Houston 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
James Johnson 
James Kemp 
Kale King 
David Kroupa 
Butch Lancaster 
Angelia Lawrence 
Dan MacIntosh 
Wade Nichols  
Susan Olchak 
Rocks-Anne Paul 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Dave Robbins 
Sheila Robbins 
Haley Selby 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Jerry Varn 
Tom Wilmoth 
Wise Family 
Jack Woltz 
John Zebrowski 
Hope Zimmerman 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin Humphrey, 
Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, Gordon 
Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel Phillips, 
Robert Poole, Terry Stone 

Healing Rites Offered 
Laying on of hands and anointing will be 
offered at the altar at each service. To 
participate please remain at the altar rail 
after receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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During this time when our church does not have a priest of our own, perhaps we can turn to one another for care and love.  
Your trained  Pastoral Care Committee members are available to you for support in pain, loss, anxiety, triumphs, joys and 
victories. We do not attempt to replace a priest, but to care for our parish as was outlined in the Book of Acts....when the 
beginnings of Christian pastoral ministry placed leaders in churches to shepherd growth and the spread of the Gospel. 

Resources of the Pastoral Care Team include: 

• Home and hospital visitation 
• Sending cards 
• Presenting prayer shawls 
• Making connections with Lyn's Medical Loan Closet 
• Contacting Trinity Cooks to provide meals 
• Listening and praying 

If you or someone you know in our parish family could benefit from pastoral care, please contact of our team or call the 
church office. 

Members are: 

Jill Borders   rossborders@roadrunner.com 

Ross Borders  rossborders@roadrunner.com 

Brenda Goings  brendanichol@earthlink.net 

Denny Jennings  drdjennings5952@gmail.com 

Amory King  336-719-0152 

Wendy Tatman   wbtatman@yahoo.com 
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Sunday, July 22, Trinity bid good-bye to Lyn and Robert. Lyn preached her last sermon which was inspiring and heartfelt. A special coffee 
hour was held in their honor after the 10:30 service giving us a chance to say good-bye and wish them well.  
 
Lyn's sincerity, friendliness, determination and spiritual guidance were just a few of the qualities she brought to Trinity. Lyn's Medical 
Loan Closet got its start when Lyn wrote a grant for initial funding.  

We will miss you, Lyn and Robert, but wish you well. 
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www.trinitymtairy.com 
www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy 
info@trinitymtairy.com 
(336) 786-6067 

 

Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a birthday 
blessing during any of our services. It is 

our custom to put one penny (-or 
dollar!) in the birthday bank for each 

year of your life. 

The funds go to support our Staples 
Food Ministry. 

 

Birthdays 
3rd Mark Appler 
4th Sue Hidley 
4th Mary Ann Cook   Anniversaries 
8th Nancy Taylor    4th Sid & Miki Spencer 
9th Jennifer Green    
9th Jim Tatman 
12th Ginny Gilbert 
12th Ruth Marion 
14th Harrison Appler 
19th Sam Mason 
19th Ned Michaels 
20th Ted Ashby 
23rd Pam Harrill 
24th Ann Griggs 
27th Callan Frye 
29th Anna Goings-Furr 
29th Chase Pruett 
31st Bill Hicks 
 
 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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