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Sam’s letter  
by Rev. Samuel A. Mason ObJN 

ADVENT IS HERE 
 
We have begun a new liturgical 
year. Happy New Year! Advent is 
the season of waiting, anticipating 
new life, anticipating God's arrival 
anew into our lives and our world. 
It seems very appropriate that 
Advent comes now as we are 
waiting for something new in our 
common life here at Trinity. 
 
Some years ago I was called to be 
an interim in Alabama. We were 
living in North Carolina at the time 
and some of our friends were 
curious about what I was going to 
be doing. When asked, I would 
snidely reply that I was going "to 
play John the Baptist. I am going 
ahead to prepare a place for 
someone, who is greater than I 
am!" 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
John the Baptist is a central figure in 
Advent. He warns folks to be ready, 
that God is drawing near. Change is 
about to take place. We are called 
to be open to God doing something 
new in our lives. 
 
For Trinity, the future is exciting, yet 
it is largely unknown. As we look 
forward, we also look back. We 
remember that God has provided in 
the past. We can have confidence 
that God will provide in the future. 
 
So we make our way to Bethlehem, 
feeling the same emotions Mary and 
Joseph must have felt. Change is 
looming. It's exciting, but a little bit 
scary. God is in our midst. 
 
 
 
Faithfully, 
Sam + 
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Episcopal Relief & Development is an international relief and 
development agency and a compassionate response to human 
suffering on behalf of The Episcopal Church. Our work to heal a 
hurting world is guided by the principles of compassion, dignity 
and generosity. 

Episcopal Relief & Development works with Church partners and 
other local organizations to save lives and transform 
communities worldwide. We rebuild after disasters and 
empower people to create lasting solutions that fight poverty, 
hunger and disease. Working in close to 40 countries, our 
programs impact the lives of approximately 3 million people 
around the world.  

To donate or to read about other outreach provided by 
Episcopal Relief & Development visit their website: 
http://www.episcopalrelief.org.  

"Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 
are members of my family, you did it to me." — Matthew 25:40 

 

Episcopal Relief & Deveopments Holiday 
Matching Gift Challenge 

Through the end of December, Episcopalians and friends are 
invited to participate in Episcopal Relief & Development’s 2016 
Holiday Matching Gift Challenge. With generous support from a 
group of exceptionally committed donors, gifts to any listed fund 
during this time will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $500,000. 
The match amount benefits the Global Needs Fund, sending help 
where it is most needed to fight poverty, hunger, disease and 
disasters worldwide. 

“As I look back at the good we were permitted to do over the past 
year with the resources entrusted to us by our compassionate, 
caring community of supporters, I’m filled with gratitude,” said 
Rob Radtke, President of Episcopal Relief & Development. “The 
Holiday Matching Gift Challenge presents a huge boost during a 
critical time, enabling this organization to continue its excellent 
work in collaboration with local partners in nearly 40 countries 
worldwide.” 

 

Donations to any Episcopal Relief & Development fund made 
online, over the phone or via mail before year-end – including 
through Gifts for Life, the organization’s alternative giving catalog 
– are eligible for matching. Matching is automatically enabled 
when supporters make a gift. For new and existing monthly 
donors, any scheduled contributions during the challenge will also 
be matched. 

“It is always so heartening to receive calls and emails from people 
across the country who want to make sure that their contribution 
will count for matching,” said Xerxes Eclipse, Episcopal Relief & 
Development’s Director of Donor Services. "People love giving to 
a cause that promotes sustainable development and empowers 
communities around the world to live fuller, healthier lives. 
What's really exciting is the chance to double their gift through 
the holiday challenge!" 

Between now and December 31, all contributions will be 
matched. Click here to donate online, or call 1.855.312.HEAL 
(4325). Gifts can also be mailed to Episcopal Relief & 
Development, PO Box 7058, Merrifield, VA 22116-7058. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity’s Christmas Offering 

The Vestry designated that the Christmas 
Offering go to the Episcopal Relief and 
Development. There are special envelopes 
available in the narthex that may be used 
to designate these offerings. Please give 
generously. 

 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/2016-matching-gift
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/2016-matching-gift
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/donate-now/individual-donation
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/gifts-for-life
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/donate-now/individual-donation/monthly-giving
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/donate-now/individual-donation/monthly-giving
http://www.episcopalrelief.org/2016-matching-gift
https://issuu.com/jsawler/docs/2016-gifts_for_life-christmas-catal
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Trinity Congregation, 
 
Our search process has been proceeding at a good pace.  Trinity 
received six applicants for the post of Rector.  After the 
committee reviewed the profiles and the pros and cons of each 
person, we submitted the selected candidates to the Diocese for 
further review. The Diocese provided approval for further review 
of three out of four of the candidates we selected.  The reasons 
for not approving a candidate are confidential and not given to 
us.  However the Diocese does not judge their suitability for the 
role (this is left to us) but rather whether there are any 
restrictions that would prevent them from serving in this role. 
  
After prayerful consideration the committee narrowed the 
search from three to two. The committee has selected a list of 
questions for each person to answer during our interview 
process.  The interviews are planned to take place during 
December.  If one of these two is a match with Trinity, we would 
expect to be receiving our new Rector in the first months of the 
new year! 
 
The committee is looking forward to sitting down with each 
candidate and learning more about why they feel Trinity is their 
next calling. 
  
My hope for our congregation is that we as a church open our 
hearts and minds and joyfully welcome who we as a church 
select as our next Rector. We all loved Ray Hanna and I know in 
time we will also come to love the new Rector for Trinity just as 
much, if not more so.   
  
Rebecca Derrick 
Chair of the Search Committee 

 

After ten months of prayerful discernment, the Diocesan Search 
Committee have unanimously and enthusiastically submitted 
a slate of three nominees for election as the XII Bishop Diocesan 
of the Diocese of North Carolina.   Detailed information on each 
can be found on the diocesan web site - www.dionc.org.  This 
information is also on the parish hall noticeboard. 
 

The search committee stated:  "Our process began 
by listening to the people of this diocese.  We then created 
a candid profile identifying three key attributes in the bishop we 
seek: an authentic pastor, an inspirational leader, and a 
strategic administrator.  Throughout our process, we have 
looked for this unique constellation of gifts.  The nominees offer 
a diversity of experience and gifts, but they share in common a 
deep commitment to the mission of the Jesus movement, 
creative and faithful leadership in sharing the Good News inside 
and outside church walls, and the skills to oversee our large and 
diverse diocese.  Each brings a fresh articulation of the Gospel 
and renewed energy to the work before us of loving God and 
loving neighbor.  Our process has ended where it began, by 
listening for the movement of the Holy Spirit among us, and we 
look forward to the continued unfolding of God’s dream for this 
diocese." 

Our Rector and our Diocesan convention delegates (Liisa 
Wallace, Brenda Goings, Jim Wuencher) will have the pleasure 
of voting for their preferred candidate on March 4th.  We 
welcome all feedback, and would like to hear your thoughts on 
the choice of candidates. 

 
Fr. Sam Mason & Jim Wuenscher at this year’s Diocesan 

Convention in Raleigh, NC.  

Please keep our search committee in your prayers as they prepare 
for this task.   The search committee members are as follows: 
 
Chair: 
Beckie Derrick - r.robbins67@yahoo.com 
 - 336-529-4463 
Members: 
Brenda Goings - brendanichol@earthlink.net 
 - 336-786-9218 
Margie Martin - cmartin119@triad.rr.com 
 - 336-755-3242 
Mike Wilson - wilsonm1970@yahoo.com 
 - 336-401-2505 
Jim Wuenscher - jwuenscher@centurylink.net 
 - 276-398-4243 
 
The Discernment Committee members will be open to input from all 
members of the congregation, and they will welcome feedback and 
questions at this important time. 
 
 

http://www.dionc.org/
mailto:r.robbins67@yahoo.com
mailto:brendanichol@earthlink.net
mailto:cmartin119@triad.rr.com
mailto:wilsonm1970@yahoo.com
mailto:jwuenscher@centurylink.net


TRINITY TRIBUNE DECEMBER  2016 | P A G E  4 |   

 

 

 
 

 
Book Group 

Trinity’s book group continues to study Julian of Norwich, by 
Amy Frykholm. Father Sam will join us on Monday, December 5th 
to speak about the The Order of Julian of Norwich, in which he is 
an oblate. We meet in the Parish Hall at 10:30 a.m. After 
Monday, December 12th, we will take a holiday break. Our next 
book will be announced soon. Questions? Contact Brenda 
Goings: brendanichol@earthlink.net. 
 

 

 
 

Christmas Cards 
A limited supply of Christmas cards featuring a watercolor of 
Trinity Church by Brenda Goings are available in the church 
office. The cost is $5 for 2 cards. Proceeds go to the church.  

 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday Bible Study 
Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 4:00 and will continue the 
book, Abraham by Bruce Feiler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECW 
ECW meets January 8th, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall. 

 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Parlor. 

 
 
 

 

Soles4Souls 
Wesley Frye gathered over 300 pairs of shoes to donate to 

Soles4Souls through the shoe drive started in October. They will 
be delivered to the Soles4Souls distribution center in Alabama to 
help Soles4Souls continue their humanitarian efforts. Thank you 
to everyone who donated gently worn shoes. Each pair will help 

make a difference to someone. 

 

 

Staples 
Thank you to everyone that gave so generously to buy turkeys 

and for donating holiday gifts for our Staples clients. 
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Report from the Parish Annual Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting was held on November 13th 
following worship. Thanks were extended to those 
retiring from the Vestry: Steve Hines, Maureen Hill and 
Bruce Strohl.   

A special recognition and thanks were extended to Ned 
Micheals, who is retiring after many years as clerk of the 
Vestry. 

Liisa Wallace, who has served three years on the Vestry 
was elected for a one additional year on the Vestry.  

Jill Borders, Mark Goad and Denny Jennings were elected 
for three year terms on the Vestry.  

The parish heard reports from the Wardens, Treasurer, 
ECW, Staples and the Search Committee.  

We enjoyed a pot-luck lunch and fellowship. Thanks to all 
that participated.  

 

 

 

Altar Guild for 2017 

If you are interested in joining one of our Altar Guild 
teams for the new year, please contact Martha Marcum 

at 336-719-6977.  

 

 

 

 

Chalice Bearers needed 

Thanks to Jim Wuenscher, who is stepping down after 
many years as a chalice bearer, a job well done. 

We need volunteers for chalice bearers. Please consider 
helping out with this important ministry.  

 

 

Pat Woltz Prints for Sale 

The ECW has prints of Trinity Church by local artist Pat 
Woltz. Prints come in two sizes: 17 x 21 prints are $10 
and 8 ½ x 11 prints are $5. Please contact the church 
office or Margie Martin if you would like to purchase a 
print. 

 

 

The Bishop is Coming! 

The Bishop Diocesan Pro Tempore Anne E. Hodges-
Copple will visit Trinity on March 5, 2017. 
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December 2016 Schedule 
 

 
Date 

 
Coffee Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice 
Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Candles 

Dec. 4 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Martha & 
Margie 

 
Bruce Strohl 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Advent-No 

Flowers 

 
Kate Appler 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

Dec. 11 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Linda Micheals 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 

 
Vicky Town 

Martha Marcum 

 
Mark Goad 

Volunteer Needed 
 

 
Advent-No 

Flowers 

 
Candace 
Sammons 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

Dec. 18 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Linda Light & 

Mary Ann Cook 

 
Bill Noble 

 
Ann Cochrane 
Wendy Tatman 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Advent-No 

Flowers 

 
Polly Gross 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

Dec. 24 
4:30 pm 
11:00 pm  

 
No Coffee 

Hour 

 
Volunteers 

Needed 

 
Volunteers 

Needed 

 
Janet Herman 
Wendy Tatman 

 
Nancy Taylor 

 
Pam 

Dickenson 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

Dec. 25 
10:00 am 
only 

 
No Coffee 

Hour 

 
Mark Appler 

 
Linda Light 

 

 
Mike Wilson 

 
David & Liisa 

Wallace 

 
Pam 

Dickenson 

 
Martha 
Marcum 

 

 
 

 

 

   Dates to Remember 
December 18th-There will be a special service of Advent lessons and carols. Following 

the 10:30 a.m. service you are invited to stay and decorate the tree.  

 

December 24th-There will be two Christmas Eve Candlelight services.                        
Service times are 4:30 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

 

December 25th- There will be one combined service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

January 1st- There will be one combined service at 10:00 a.m. 
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Immediate Needs: 
Gary Cook 
Janet Herman 
Linda Hicks 
Donna Jackson 
John Jackson 
Wade Nichols 
Ruth Smith 
Tom Vaughn 
Riley Voss 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Ginny Atkinson 
Michael Atkinson 
Peggy Beck 
Melissa Belcher 
Jason Blevins 
Dwight Blizzard 
Kristi Calton 
Jack Campbell 
Joe Caravello 
Ann Cochrane 
Ann Dalessio 
Bob Dalessio 
David Dalessio 
Richard Dalessio 
David Foltz 
John Foltz 
Scott Green 
Michael Hensley 

 

 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
anointing and laying on of hands is 
offered before the Prayer of 
Thanksgiving. To participate in this 
powerful time of prayer, simply remain 
at the Altar rail after receiving Holy 
Communion.  
 

 
Pastoral care at Trinity 

 
At this time of change we should all 
continue to be aware of pastoral needs 
of each other, and communicate these 
to Sam via Tobi at the church office or to 
any vestry member so that they can be 
addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Adam Hewko 
Sue Hidley 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
Katherine Joyce 
Larry Keesler 
Kale King 
Bill Lamm 
Angelia Lawrence 
Gloria Lawrence 
Rocky Lyons 
Joyce Mason 
Jake Mayer 
Bill Nichol 
Dick Olchak 
Susan Olchak 
Mike Palumbo 
Claire Richards 
Ron Richards 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Candace Sammons 
Haley Selby 
Chris Sheppard 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Ellie Strohl 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Patty Wise & Family 
Jack Woltz 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin 
Humphrey, Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, 
Gordon Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel 

Phillips, Terry Stone 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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When Grief Hits the Holidays 

Ah, the holidays. When someone mentions "the 
holidays," I bet your mind immediately goes to the 
time between November and January. For most 
people, this is a period of time devoted to family, 
people we love, and celebrations. What if this 
upcoming holiday season won't bring those things? 
What if this upcoming holiday season means a series 
of firsts without your wife, son, sister, or any other 
person whom you loved deeply? 

Regardless of the relationship, those firsts are difficult. 
From my personal experience, I think these big 
holidays can be more trying on us physically, 
emotionally and spiritually when we are grieving. Are 
you dreading Thanksgiving dinner? Christmas 
morning? The eight nights of Chanukah? New Year's 
Eve? Or any number of other days in-between those 
that were special in your relationship? Traditions are 
wonderful. Though when you are facing a long-
standing tradition with a gaping hole in it, that 
tradition can seem like the salt waiting to be poured 
into your freshly-cut heart. This analogy may seem 
extreme. For those of us facing holidays for the first 
time without that person, it seems spot-on. 

Grief is painful. There are times when it can feel as if 
an elephant named Grief is on your chest and you're 
suffocating from the weight. Sleepless nights can lead 
to headaches and body aches from insufficient rest, 
tossing and turning. It can feel like cement-weighted 
boots that keep you from going to your annual 
Christmas dinner at Grandma's. How can you possibly 
manage to walk through those doors and see all of the 
familiar faces while the most important one is 
missing? 

After my daughter died, I literally sneaked out the 
door of my family's Christmas gathering because I felt 
like I was suffocating. I could not bear to engage in 
seemingly meaningless conversations and hear the 
same phrases, "I'm sure she's better off," "God knows 
what He's doing," and so on. Or, the whispers and 
avoidance from people who didn't know what to say. 

 

It's been seven holiday seasons since that first for me, 
and I can still feel the racing heart, heaviness in my 
chest, and anxiety starting to build when I think about 
it. Sharing that personal information is meant to let 
you know that others experience it and survive. I have 
attended many family gatherings since then. I have 
skipped several. Some are still difficult, some are 
wonderful, and some are filled with the craziness that 
is sure to invade each event where my family is! 

As I say to each person I encounter on their new 
journey of grief, own it. This is yours and yours alone. 
Even two parents who have buried a child will grieve 
that death differently. If it is too much to continue 
Thanksgiving dinner without your mother, then don't. 
Find a new way to be with the people you love. If the 
thought of missing breakfast at Grandma's on 
Christmas morning is too much to bear, even without 
your husband, then go! Do what feels right for you. 
There is no right or wrong. These important days will 
affect you in your grief. You may feel incredibly 
lonely. You may feel anger that there are no presents 
to buy. You may feel lost, as if you're a willow tree's 
branches swinging wildly in a storm. You may feel 
nothing, because numbness envelopes you. 

As you go through these next weeks, be kind and 
gentle with yourself. Do what feels right for you. 
Reach out to others who have walked this path ahead 
of you. They can be your best resources for comfort 
and understanding. There are many support groups 
offered by Mountain Valley Hospice that address 
different needs. They are a great avenue to guide you 
to a support system. Even if you aren’t receiving 
bereavement services, it’s okay to call and ask for 
bereavement staff support. Maybe a single phone call 
can get you over the hump. I wish you a holiday 
season full of peace and comfort. 

—Karen Sanders, Medical Social Worker (Mount Airy Office) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bereavement is a journey. Bereavement is not a cure. It is a 
bridge on life's road. To be Bereaved is to be deprived, robbed 
and to be left in a sad or lonely state. Bereavement can help. 

It can assist in healing the heart. Did we say that it is a life 
bridge? Trinity would like to assist the Bereaved. Let us assist. 

Contact a Vestry member today. 
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December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

www.trinitymtairy.com 
www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy 
info@trinitymtairy.com 
(336) 786-6067 

 

Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a 
birthday blessing during any of 
our services. It is our custom to 

put one penny (-or dollar!) in the 
birthday bank for each year of 

your life. 

The funds go to support our 
Staples Food Ministry. 

 

     Birthdays  
2nd Collin Grier 
6th Carmen Grier 
10th Laura Brintle 
12th Denny Shelton   Anniversaries 
14th Emma Fallin  24th Jim & Charlotte Wuenscher 
18th Marjorie Beck  30th Richard & Susan Olchak 
19th Bill Noble 
20th Wendy Tatman 
22nd Angela Lawrence 
22nd Linda Hicks 
22nd Luis Aguilar 
25th Linda Light 
 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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