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Forgiveness, as our Lord taught it, is a 
matter of giving up our claims for 
restitution from those who do do us wrong, 
exactly as we hope and pray God will not 
demand payback from us. 

Modern research has shown that this idea 
of forgiveness, forgiveness of all 
obligations, comes from the way that Jews 
in the time of Jesus thought about the 
coming kingdom of God. Applying the idea 
of a wholesale amnesty for all debts first 
mentioned in Leviticus 25, Jews of Jesus's 
day looked forward to a kingdom in which 
all legal obligations, including those 
incurred by wrongdoing, would disappear. 
The Lord's Prayer asks those who pray it to 
be willing to be part of that kingdom here 
and now by forgiving our debtors just as we 
ask God to forgive us our debts. 

Fred Horton 
Interim Rector 
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  Forgive Us Our Debts 

 

 

 
 

By Fred L. Horton, Interim Rector 

Sorry about that. The 
Presbyterians have it right—or at 
least they're closer than we are 
when we pray the Lord's Prayer 
and ask God to "forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us." In 
Matthew, Jesus actually teaches 
his students to pray, "And forgive 
us our opheilemata ("obligations") 
as we also forgive our opheiletais 
("those obligated to us"). 
(Matthew 6:12) Luke's version of 
this petition reads, "And forgive us 
our hamartias ("sins"), for we 
ourselves also forgive each one 
obligated (panti opheilonti) to us." 
(Luke 11:4) Matthew does write 
about trespasses, but not until 
6:14-15, where Jesus explains to 
his disciples the prayer's meaning: 
"For if you forgive people their 
trespasses (ta paraptomata), your 
Heavenly Father will forgive 
[yours]; but if you don't forgive 
people, then neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses."  

Our awkward English versions of 
the Lord's Prayer reflect accurately 
the Bible's idea that sin brings with 
it debt and obligation. In Hebrew 
and Aramaic, sin is often called a 

"debt" or "obligation" (xov in Hebrew, 
xova' in Aramaic). The Lord's Prayer 
follows this tradition by putting 
human sin within the realm of human 
experience in which our wrong actions 
against others create obligations we 
need to resolve.  

Modern Armericans may find it it may 
be difficult to think about resolving 
obligations in any way other than by 
payback. If slapping someone in the 
face creates a debt, the person 
slapped may well decide to resolve the 
issue by suing the slapper, or, indeed, 
may have the slapper arrested and 
then sue!  

When it comes to our sins against God, 
however, you and I probably hope that 
God isn't is as devoted to getting even 
as we are. 

If you, O Yah, should keep track of 
iniquities, my Lord, who could stand? 
For with you there is pardon so that 
you might be feared. (Psalm 130:3-4) 

Jesus assured his students that God 
would pardon their wrongs but taught 
them also that God's pardon was part 
of a whole culture of forgiveness in 
which the disciples too had to learn 
substitute forgiveness for payback—
not just sometimes, but all the time. 
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New Lectionary Study Group 
Each Sunday there will be an adult 
group meeting in the parlor following 
the 8:30 service to discuss the Bible 
lessons for the day. This group will be 
led by Dr. Fred Horton. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The ladies in the prayer 
shawl ministry continue to 
make shawls and lap robes 
for those on our prayer list.  
We also have some other 
items such as scarves that we would love to share.  If you have 
need of a blessed prayer item, please contact Denny Jennings 
(drdjennings5952@gmail.com) or Tobi in the church office.  If you 
add someone’s name to the immediate need prayer list, consider 
picking up a shawl or lap robe to take or send to them.  We love 
to share prayers with others. 

Book Group 
Trinity Book Group contines Monday, 
mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall.  
We are reading The Heart of Christianity  
by Marcus Borg. Questions? Email Brenda 
Goings at brendanichol@earthlink.net.  
 
Godly Play  
Our Godly Play meets each Sunday morning at 9:30 
for a wonderful story experience. Contact Denny 
Jennings to volunteer or for questions. 

 
Bible Study 
The Wednesday afternoon Bible Study group 
meets at 4:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall each week. 
This group is led by Dr. Fred Horton.  
 
ECW  
The ECW will meet on Sunday, March 18th at 9:30 a.m. for all 
women of Trinity that would like to attend.  

We are continuning to collect food items for the Back 
Pack Food Program at Gentry Middle School. Thank 
you so much to everyone that has donated! Please 
keep the donations coming. The list of suggested 
items is posted on the collection box. 

Coffee Hour  
We have many openings to host Coffee Hour. Please 
check the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall for available 
dates. The church provides coffee, cream, sugar and 
juice.  

Altar Flowers 
The new 2018 Altar Flower Chart has been posted 
for those wishing to provide flowers in honor or in 
memory of a loved one. There are still a few dates to 
choose from. 

Help us recycle! For ongoing recycling of the 
bulletins we are asking church members to drop 
their bulletin in the recycle box by the water cooler 
as you make your way down for coffee. Tobi 
recycles the used bulletins each week. Thank you. 

Lock before you leave… 
As an added safety precaution we are aking that Coffee 
Hour hosts lock the back door before going upstairs for 
the 10:30 service.  

The ushers have also been asked to make sure that the 
front door is locked after everyone leaves or goes 
downstairs for Coffee Hour. Please be mindful and lock 
doors as you leave throughout the week. Many times doors have 
been left unlocked overnight.  

Lyn’s Medical Loan Closet  
The Staff of Lyn's Medical Loan Closet is excited to 
report that after completing its first month is very 
much alive and kicking. In fact there has been 
occasion when the LMLC has appeared to run at 
its own pace and that has been an experience. We 
have served our public and received a steady flow of incoming 
donated equipment. Our inventory control staffers have been 
busy. We do need a few new volunteers. Volunteer hours can be 
flexible. We have split into teams, with each team manning the 
store on a Tuesday of their choice. It lessens the burden of a retail 
facility. Maybe you know of a friend who would like to volunteer 
or perhaps you are willing to help. Please contact Bill Noble for 
more information. 

 

 
 
 

mailto:drdjennings5952@gmail.com
mailto:brendanichol@earthlink.net
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March 2018 Schedule 
 

 
Date 

 
Coffee 
Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Godly Play 

March  4 
   8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Betsy Phillps 

 
Beckie 
Derrick 

 
Vicky Town 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet 
Sosnowski 

 
No flowers 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Vicky Town 

March 11 
   8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Gloria 

Lawrence 

 
Brenda/Bill 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Sue Hidley 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Linda Light 

 
No flowers 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 

March 18    
8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Denny/Mac 

 
Vicky Town 
Ann Vaughn 

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
No flowers 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Brenda 
Goings 

March 25 
   8:30 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Bill Noble 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Linda Light 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Palms 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Janet 

Sosnowski 

March 29 
7:00 p.m. 
Maundy 
Thursday 

 
 

*** 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
No flowers 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
 

*** 

March 30 
12:00 noon 
Good 
Friday 

 
 

*** 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
No flowers 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
 

*** 

                         

 Altar Guild Dinner 
 

On February 25th the Altar Guild of Trinity Church met for dinner and 
an informational meeting.  The event was held at Collins Hall on Pine 
where we enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by outgoing Altar Guild 
Leader, Martha Marcum. Wendy Tatman offered a blessing before the 
meal.  Desserts were provided by Wendy, Pam Dickenson and Margie 
Martin. 

Pat Gallagher-Allred has volunteered to take over leadership and 
conducted the business meeting after dinner.   

Outgoing leader, Martha, was recognized for her work not only as 
leader of the group but also for keeping the altar linens laundered for 
the previous year.  Pam Dickenson and Polly Gross were recognized 
for maintaining the linens for the previous two years. 
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Immediate Needs: 
Edith Mills Brown 
Donna Fargo 
Michael Follett 
Brenda Goings 
Linda Hicks 
Sue Hidley 
Geroge Huizinga 
Gary Kniskern 
Renee Morgan 
Hugh Nance 
Bill Rogers 
Mac Sammons 
Maria Scales 
Suzanne Settle 
Brooke Springthorpe 
Ellie Strohl 
Jim Tatman 
Lyn Stabler-Tippett 
Robert Tippett 
Kim Whitaker 
Cassidy Willard 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Melissa Belcher 
Shasta Brown 
Kristi Calton 
Joe Caravello 
Theresa Caravello 
Ron Doerschug 
Linda Doerschug 
John Foltz 
Gatewood Family 
Chandra Harmon 
 

 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

Laying on of hands and anointing will be 
offered at the altar at each service. To 
participate please remain at the altar rail 
after receiving Holy Communion. 

 

Pastoral Care at Trinity 
We should all continue to be aware of 
pastoral needs of each other, and 
communicate these to Fred or Tobi at the 
church office or to any vestry member so 
that they can be addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Pastoral Care Committee 
The new Pastoral Care Committee 
participated in a training with The Rev 
Canon Earnest Graham. Committee 
members are: Jill and Ross Borders, 
Denny Jennings, Amory and Father Kale 
King, Janet Noble, Wendy Tatman and 
Brenda Goings. Like to know more? Ask 
anyone on the team! 

 

Adam Hewko 
Melva Houston 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
James Johnson 
Kale King 
David Kroupa 
Butch Lancaster 
Angelia Lawrence 
Bill Nichol 
Wade Nichols 
Rocks-Anne Paul 
Betty Ridolfi 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Dave Robbins 
Sheila Robbins 
Mike S. 
Haley Selby 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Tom Wilmoth 
Wise Family 
Jack Woltz 
Hope Zimmerman 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin Humphrey, 
Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, Gordon 
Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel Phillips, 
Robert Poole, Terry Stone 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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In the Springtime of Your Grief 
 
Spring has fragile beginnings; a tiny shoot of green that  
emerges from the cold earth, a hint of pastel against the 
brownish grass, a bud that awakens with the morning sun. 
Sometimes spring comes so quietly we almost miss it, but 
once it begins, it is impossible to ignore the daily growth and 
change. The morning sun brings sounds that were not there 
before. The breeze carries warmth that invites us to venture 
outside of ourselves. A promise is released with the budding 
and blossoming surrounding us. Hope emerges for the 
beginning of a new season; change is in the air.  
 
What we experience in the springtime of the year is what  
we can experience in the springtime of our grief. There 
begins to be a growing radiance. The radiance is not just 
around us; it is within us. A gradual warming of the heart 
silences the chill of intense pain. The natural unfolding of 
the grief process moves gently to remind us that we will 
survive. Life is changing and growth emerges through the 
changes. The song of our hearts that seemed off key begins 
to experience a harmonious blend of the past and the 
present. The songs of the birds invite us to join them in a 
celebration of a new life. In the springtime of our grief, 
there can be a new song for us to sing. It will be a song we 
composed through the heartache of loss.  

 
Optimism for a better day may awaken us one morning. 
Hearing laughter and discovering it is coming from within  
ourselves gives us promise for today. Dreams and hopes for 
a better tomorrow shine brightly with the morning sun.  
Surviving the winter of our grief with the openness to 
embrace change is a decision to embrace loss and integrate 
its impact into the fabric of our lives. It can be a willingness 
to explore new possibilities that create a different 
landscape to behold. We can make a decision that we will 
begin to appreciate what we still have, not just focus on 
what is missing.  
 
We will know when we have made that decision. Something 
buds; something opens. The harshness of winter is softened 
with new life and new growth. It is not something we can 
force; it is something that unfolds when the time is right. 
The springtime of grief arrives with no dramatic entrance, 
no flashing lights. The stillness of the beauty unfolds and 
captures our attention. It is happening around us, but it is 
also happening in us.  
 
If spring has already crossed the path of your personal 
journey of grief, rejoice! But, if the chill of winter remains in 
your heart, be encouraged; spring is on its way. Look for it, 
expect it and it will be yours to experience around you and 
in you!  
 
 

— Judi Fischer  
Cleveland, Ohio  

Bereavement Magazine  
 
 

Song of Soloman 2:11-12 

…for now the winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of 

singing has come…
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Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a birthday 
blessing during any of our services. It is 

our custom to put one penny (-or 
dollar!) in the birthday bank for each 

year of your life. 

The funds go to support our Staples 
Food Ministry. 

 

Birthdays 
14th Eric Jennings 
17th Bill Woltz 
21st Chad Pruett 
23rd Theresa Gray 
26th Holden Appler 
27th Jay Springthorpe 
 
Anniversaries 
25th Scott & Jennifer Green 
 
 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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