
TRINITY TRIBUNE OCTOBER 2017 | P A G E  1 |   

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity 
Tribune 

October 2017 

 
 

   

   

 
Thank you for all your prayers, gifts and 
sweet messages.  It means so much to 
Robert and me to have you surrounding us 
with love and encouragement. I’ll close 
with my favorite prayer in the Book of 
Common Prayer.  It is a perfect way to begin 
again every day. 
 
This is another day, O Lord.  I know not what 
it will bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, 
for whatever it may be.  If I am to stand up, 
help me to stand bravely.  If I am to sit still, 
help me to sit quietly.  If am to lie low, help 
me to do it patiently.  And if I am to do 
nothing, let me do it gallantly.  Make these 
words more than words, and give me the 
Spirit of Jesus.  Amen.  (BCP p. 461) 
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  Sanctification of an Illness 

 

 
 

By Rev. Lyn Stabler-Tippett 

Sanctify, O Lord, the sickness of our 
servant, that the sense of her 
weakness may add strength to her 
faith and seriousness to her 
repentance; and grant that she 
may live with you in everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  (Book of Common Prayer, p 
460) 

To sanctify means to set apart for 
holy things.  An illness can be a 
time of drawing closer to God and 
deeper into one’s faith.  The Holy 
Spirit renews our minds and 
refines our faith in a process that is 
always ongoing.  To let one’s 
sickness be the means to that end 
is letting it be sanctified. 

That has certainly been true for me 
these last few weeks.  I have lost 
relationships to divorce.  Robert 
and I left many close relationships 
behind to follow God’s call to 
seminary and recently to Trinity 
Mount Airy.  We lost our material 
possessions to Hurricane Katrina.  
But, my health has never been in 
question.  I have always enjoyed 
perfect health.  Now, I am learning 
to let God rule in my physical body 
as well.  I am learning to trust God 
in a whole new way.  I am being  

 

reminded that the love of God courses 
through my veins.  Our bodies are a 
Temple to the Spirit of the Risen Lord 
and the Word of God dwells within us.  
Sickness and death have no power 
here.  It is the Incarnation, made very 
real, moment by moment every day. 

An illness is sanctified by trusting that 
God is in the midst of it no matter what 
the outcome in terms of living or 
dying.  We are already His and the 
threshold of life and death that we 
hold so firmly as a horizon in our 
mortal lives is only a whisper to God.  
We cross over; we stay here.  All shall 
be well.  I shall be well.   

I believe in miracles.  The body is an 
energy system enlivened by the Holy 
Spirit.  The immune system can be 
jumpstarted to recognize and kill 
cancer cells as it is perfectly designed 
to do.  I pray for that to happen and I 
hope it will.  But, mostly I pray for 
faith, to remain faithful to God, 
recalling and believing God’s promises 
in scripture.  I do not believe that 
sickness and suffering are God’s will.  
God’s will is that we remain faithful.  
Faith gives substance to my hope, day 
by day.   
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“Trinity Strong”  
To show your support for Mother Lyn please 
feel free to take a purple bracelet from the 
basket near the front door or from the basket 
in the Parish Hall.  
  
Blessing of the Animals 
The Blessing of the Animals will be held next 
Sunday, October 8th at 2:00 p.m. in Trinity Park. 
Invite your friends, both two-legged and four-
legged, to this fun time. Refreshments will be 
served. 

 
Bible Study 
Join us for Bible Study Wednesdays at 4:00 
p.m. in the Parish Hall. We are studying the 
Gospel of Matthew. The books for this study 
are Matthew for Everyone by N.T. Wright 
and the correlating study guide. Participants have chosen to order 
their own books. Please contact the church office if you need 
assistance ordering a copy. 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets on 
the first Wednesday of each month. The next 
meeting is October 4, 2017, at 10:00 am at 
the church. 
 
Book Group 
Trinity’s book group is reading When Bad 
Things Happen to Good People. Join us on 
Monday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the Parish 
Hall. If you have questions, email Brenda 
Goings at:brendanichol@earthlink.net.  

 
Godly Play  
Our Godly Play meets each Sunday morning at 
9:20 for a wonderful story experience.. Contact 
Denny Jennings to volunteer or for questions. 

 
 

Trick or Treat  Main Street 
Trinity Church will be participating in the annual 
downtown fun again this year. Children will be 
trick-or-treating downtown businesses from 3-5 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 31st.  If you would like to 
donate candy, please leave it in the church office.  

Inquirers Class  
A new class is forming to discuss history, 
traditions and doctrine of the Episcopal 
Church. This class is for newcomers and anyone 
else who may be interested. Please contact the 
church office if you would like more informtion 
or to sign up. We will decide a day and time convenient for 
everyone.  

Episcopal Church Women 
ECW is gearing up for the Autumn Leaves festival. 
Please donate water and sign up to bring a baked 
good that can be sold individually. If you don’t want 
to bake an item you can also help by wrapping the 
baked goods for sale beforehand and helping sell 
during the festival. See the schedule in the Parish 
Hall.  
  
Pam Dickenson is again making snack tubes and needs things like 
gold fish, raisins, M&M’s, pretzels. You may leave donations in the 
kitchen with her name on them by October 8th.  
 
*The ECW will meet briefly on October 8th  at 9:45 to make sure 
all bases are covered for the Autumn Leaves festival.  
 

 

Alzheimer’s Walk  
Sept. 9th was a beautiful day just to be outdoors and enjoy 
participating in the Surry County Walk To End Alzheimer’s 
Disease. Team members included: Bruce and Ellie Strohl, Martha 
Marcum, Nancy Taylor, Pam Dickinson and Margie Martin. 
Contributions from Trinity Church and friends netted over $1200!  
A huge thank you to all who donated and participated. 

Staples 
If you would like to donate $20 to provide a 
turkey dinner for a family in need this 
Thanksgiving, Staples is now accepting 
donations.  
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October 2017 Schedule 
 

 
Date 

 
Coffee Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice 
Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Candles 

Octr 1 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Chili Lunch at 

Ginny’s 

 
Denny 

Jennings 

 
Vicky Town 
Linda Light 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Bachner 
Family 

 
St. Catherine’s 

 
Martha, Ellie & 

Margie 

Oct 8 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Bill Noble 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Kale King 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet 
Sosnowski 

 
Jim & Wendy 

Tatman 

 
St. Catherine’s 

 
Martha, Ellie & 

Margie 

Oct 15 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Paula Johnson 

 
Wendy 
Tatman 

 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 
Linda Light 

 
James & 
Rebecca 
Derrick 

 
St. Catherine’s 

 
Martha, Ellie & 

Margie 

Oct 22 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Brenda/Bill 

 
Vicky Town 

Martha Marcum 

 
Mike Wilson 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Mark & Kate 

Appler 

 
St. Catherine’s 

 
Martha, Ellie & 

Margie 

Oct 29 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Stewardship 
Ingathering 

 
Mark/Ross 

 
Vicky Town 

James Derrick 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Vicky Town 

 
St. Catherine’s 

 
Martha, Ellie & 

Margie 

 
 

 
 

Autumn Leaves   
On October 13, 14, & 15 the town of Mount Airy will host the annual Autumn Leaves Festival on Main St.  Since Trinity has a 
prime location for this event, we try to take advantage of it to advertise our mission and existence, and raise a little extra 
money for our ministries at the same time.   

We can use everyone’s help!!!! 

1. We open the church for visitors…so we need hosts or greeters. 
2. We offer music during this time… so we need musicians. 
3. We offer baked goods for sale….so we need bakers (you can start now and freeze things.)  ….and we need people    

to stand outside the front doors and sell these goodies along with our church cookbooks. 
4. We sell parking spaces in our church parking lot….so we need parking lot attendants. 
5. We rent the Main St. parking spots to Fred & Ted’s Ice Cream vendors and Aunt Bea’s…so we encourage everyone 

to support their booths and enjoy their homemade ice cream. 

Please consider how you might be able to contribute.  If you have any other ideas for this event please let Rev. Lyn or a 
vestry member know.  Sign up sheets are on the parish hall bulletin boards. 



TRINITY TRIBUNE OCTOBER 2017 | P A G E  5 |   

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Immediate Needs: 
Anne Smith Cox 
David Dalessio 
Richard Dalessio 
Robin Dockery 
Ron Doerschug 
Linda Doerschug 
Linda Hicks 
John Kidwell 
Gary Kniskern 
Billie Miller 
Dave Robbins 
Lyn Stabler-Tippett 
Robert Tippett 
Kim Whitaker 
Cassidy Willard 
Tom Wilmoth 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Ginny Atkinson 
Michael Atkinson 
Melissa Belcher 
Kristi Calton 
Joe Caravello 
Theresa Caravello 
John Foltz 
Chandra Harmon 
Michael Hensley 

 

 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
anointing and laying on of hands is 
offered. To participate in this powerful 
time of prayer, simply remain at the Altar 
rail after receiving Holy Communion.  
 

 
Pastoral Care at Trinity 

 
We should all continue to be aware of 
pastoral needs of each other, and 
communicate these to Lyn or Tobi at the 
church office or to any vestry member so 
that they can be addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Adam Hewko 
Melva Houston 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
James Johnson 
Kale King 
David Kroupa 
Butch Lancaster 
Angelia Lawrence 
Bill Nichol 
Wade Nichols 
Rocks-Anne Paul 
Betty Ridolfi 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Mike S. 
Haley Selby 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Barbara Summerlin 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Riley Voss 
Wise Family 
Jack Woltz 
Hope Zimmerman 
 

 
 

Please pray for our Trinity family in the 
Armed Services of our country: 

Kyle Crump, Kevin Hill, Corbin 
Humphrey, Matt Kroupa, Glenn Lynch, 
Gordon Lynch, John Nichols, Nathaniel 

Phillips, Terry Stone 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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The Nose Knows 
Fonda Younger, Bereavement Assistant (Mount Airy, NC) 
 
 
“Do you smell that?” a friend asked me as she sniffed 
a fresh peach. “Peaches always remind me of Grandma 
and Grandpa G. They had a peach orchard and we 
grandkids helped pick peaches for the market each 
year. I can still hear Uncle Ray as he drove the tractor 
while pulling the wooden trailer: ‘Mama’s going to 
bake her special peach cobbler for supper, y’all! I can 
almost taste it now!’ Both grandparents have passed 
away, but I think of them when I smell fresh peaches.” 
 
Years ago, a mother asked her young son what he 
remembered about her mom, who had died when the 
boy was about four years of age. The response he gave 
took his mother by surprise. He said, “I don’t 
remember much about what she did or how she 
looked, but I remember how she smelled when I sat in 
her lap.” 
 
Those comments triggered my memories of certain 
scents that can very quickly bring a deceased loved one 
to the present. A pile of fallen leaves, fresh-mown hay, 
and tobacco curing in a log barn are all associated with 
my dad. Wind Song perfume and Oil of Olay face cream 
belong to Granny Y. Scrambled eggs, fried bacon, and 
hot pound cake from the oven remind me of Grandma 
T. Suntan lotion and salty ocean air bring back Cousin 
B. I enjoy this delicious sense we are given. It provides 
a connection I often need. 
 
 

 
 
Following a loved one’s death, our senses s-t-r-e-t-c-h 
to hold onto that person —to keep him or her close in 
many different ways. The sense of smell is the one that 
I hear mentioned most often when I work with support 
groups. 
 
“I sleep with my husband’s shirt on his pillow so I can 
smell his cologne. Am I crazy?”  
 
“Every so often, I open my wife’s closet just to smell 
her perfume. Is that okay?”  
 
“I have kept Dad’s pipe that still smells like him. I don’t 
know if I should.” 
 
“The waitress brought hot homemade biscuits to our 
table and I thought of Mom’s. I started to cry, and I had 
to leave the table for a few minutes. Am I all right?” 
 
The reply is, “Yes —you are absolutely normal!” 
 
Sights, sounds, and smells that we associate with 
people are parts of everyday life. Many times, we don’t 
pay much attention to them until a family member or 
friend is no longer with us. It is during our grieving that 
certain senses are heightened and come to the 
forefront, and we feel as though we are not normal. 
We are. We simply want to be close to our dads, 
moms, sons, daughters, spouses, or friends, and that is 
okay. 
 
As time passes, those scents that bring tears now can 
transform into sweet fragrances of love shared and 
memories made. Embrace them.  
 
 
This article was taken from an archived edition of The 
Next Step. For more articles or to sign up for this 
newsletter visit: http://www.mtnvalleyhospice.org.  

Bereavement is a journey. Bereavement is not a cure. It is a 
bridge on life's road. To be Bereaved is to be deprived, robbed 
and to be left in a sad or lonely state. Bereavement can help. 
It can assist in healing the heart. Did we say that it is a life 
bridge? Trinity would like to assist the Bereaved. Let us assist. 
Contact a Vestry member today. 

 

http://www.mtnvalleyhospice.org/
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The Parable of the Vineyard,  
Matthew 21:33-46 
By Robert Tippett 

The context of this parable is it follows the parable of the two 
sons, which was the Gospel selection for the prior Sunday. 
When we begin by reading, “Jesus said, “Listen to another 
parable,” there is no space of time between the two.  Both 
parables are told to “the chief priests and the elders,” those 
who questioned Jesus’ authority to teach on the Temple 
steps. 

The parables were told to the pilgrims who were gathering 
in increasing numbers for the week-long festival, and the 
officials overseeing the festival were also about, checking 
things out.  Therefore, these stories should be seen as the 
inspection of the Lamb to be sacrificed.  Jesus made himself 
publicly available for all to inspect; but Jesus knew the ones 
who held the slaughter knife would be the ones looking most 
closely.  The parables told there are how we know Jesus 
would be found unblemished. 

With that understood, look now at the symbolism of a 
vineyard, one with a fence around it, with a wine press within 
and a watchtower overlooking. Certainly, that was meant to 
be seen as metaphor for Jerusalem, which was a beautiful 
walled city, with a refurbished Temple (credit to Herod) built 
to the LORD.  Upon its watchtowers, at its gates of entry, 
were the watchers.  That symbolically meant the watchers of 
that Temple, who were the high priests, scribes, Sadducees 
and Pharisees. However, because Holy Scripture is the 
Living Word, can you see how the same parable is speaking 
also about modern times and modern places? 

Beginning with a focus on the vineyard, this is that of 
Christianity.  The wine press represents the churches devoted 
to Jesus Christ.  The fence represents the restrictions (as 
laws) that mark a nation as obedient to the LORD.  Finally, 
the watchtowers are manned by those whose job it is to 
protect the holiness of that vineyard.  We should see them as 
kings, popes, priests, pastors, ministers, rabbis, and 
preachers.   

Can you see that from this parable? 

 

This means to hear these words as those spoken long ago, 
about people who have long since died, as a parable to be 
focused only on a religion that makes it exclusively pertinent 
to Jews is wrong. The past is long gone, but Jesus is telling 
us today, “Listen to another parable,” one relative to those 
who say they follow him.  By doing so, we become those 
combing through the wool to find how this parable is always 
a perfect analogy of now, and not a blemish on Jesus. 

Many a Crusade has been fought to gain possession of THE 
Holy Land. The Jews and Arabs who farmed the land were 
always caught in the middle, as the poor folk simply living 
there.  Minding their own business, they were being killed 
by the religions of Roman Catholicism and Islam.  

Still, was not North America a holy land to Native 
Americans (tribes of people who saw Mother Earth as sacred 
and unable to be possessed by Man); and did they not find 
the religion of the white man meant, “Give us all you’ve got, 
or we’ll kill you heathens in the name of Christ”? 

Think about that history and see if any of that recorded past 
sounds like, “The tenants seized [the] slaves [of the 
landowner] and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another.” 

The theft of land, as if legal and proper due to an official 
declaration of war (to the victor goes the spoils), is still theft.  
If the declared “war” results in a greedy adult snatching 
candy from the weak hands of a baby, the declaration was 
evil and the war was one-sided.  Justice will be served, in 
some way. 

Man cannot declare war for God; but God can wreak justice 
on all who take His name in vain. Call it karmic debt. 

Beginning way back when the “landowner” (God) “finally 
sent his son to [the Jews], saying, ‘They will respect my 
son,’” and the Jews had the Romans kill him (by divine 
plan), the same story has been repeated time and time again. 
It is a story that keeps on keeping on, as contemporary as can 
be. 

The Inquisitions in Europe were examples of Christians 
nailing Jesus back on the cross, killing him again, so 
someone would be allowed a window of opportunity to kill 
for personal gain and quests to acquire more lands. The evil 
that exists in the New World today (way too many corrupt 
players to name) began long ago.  Still, it kills Jesus Christ 
Monday through Saturday, before taking the family to 
church on Sunday (or otherwise relaxing). 

Can you hear Jesus asking Donald Trump, Barack Obama, 
George Bush (x2), William Clinton, et al American 
Presidents, “What will the Father do to those tenants?”  If 
only politicians had hearts that loved God more than 
lobbyists. 
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The correct answer, which was given by the watchmen to 
Jesus, still applies today: “The Father will put those wretches 
to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

One should read the symbolism of “miserable death” as 
being more than simply being drawn and quartered in the 
royal field of punishment. If killing was the answer to sin, 
organizing a storm and siege of Washington D.C., taking 
over the rule of the land, and then lighting the streets via the 
burning corpses of government officials (and religious ones 
too) hanging from poles would be the answer. 

The French peasants (led by Zionist Jews in Geneva) went 
there, did that.  After cutting off the heads off every royal 
figure they could try in a kangaroo court (a period known 
reflectively as “The Reign of Terror”), they found out that 
wasn’t the answer. Napoleon slapped some Republican 
sense into them.  Then, given a hundred years to let all that 
sink in, Hitler-karma came to even that score once again. 

 “Miserable death” should be read as meaning a soul being 
sentenced to eternal reincarnation.  It is punished by a return 
to the misery of mortality.  To work a lifetime amassing 
things, and then have all those things disappear at death – 
what misery to have sacrificed for an illusion! 

All humans are born of flesh, destined to die in flesh.  Jesus 
came to tell us the parable of being in between – we are either 
bad tenants stealing the land, or messengers of the Father 
who will be mercifully slaughtered as sacrificial lambs.  
Decisions, decisions. 

When Jesus asked the watchmen of Jerusalem “Have you 
never read in the scriptures,” he quoted Psalm 118:22-23. 
Jesus quoted the part that focuses on a “stone that the 
builders rejected.” That “reject” is too simple to be seen as 
Jesus, because (after all) many Americans cry out “Sweet 
Jesus, save me” all the time (to no avail). 

Needing salvation comes from having “rejected the stone 
that has become the cornerstone.” The “stone” rejected is the 
“Tablets of Stone,” sent by God to His priests.  It is easy to 
revere the stone, on the one hand, but then point with the 
other and say, “Hide it away somewhere, so we don’t feel 
guilty about not living up to that righteousness.” 

In the parable, the tenants had rejected the Law by stealing, 
killing, bearing false witness, coveting … you name it. The 
Pharisees and other officials of the Temple could easily see 
the answer to Jesus’ hypothetical question, because they had 
memorized those stones.  Still …. 

They just did not live by those laws, whole heartedly. They 
rejected that stone, if it did not mean profit for them. 

For the Law to become the “cornerstone,” they needed to 
cease using a brain that calculated, “This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him and get his inheritance.”  Instead, they needed 
to be like Jesus – living by the Law because he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, the Mind of Christ, and love of God.  

With that cornerstone, you stop being the one taking 
advantage of a landowner and you start taking messages to 
those who do. 

That is what Jesus meant when he said, “Therefore I tell you, 
the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 
to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.” If you 
are not bearing the fruit of an Apostle, who takes a message 
from the Father to the world, then you are breaking all the 
Laws God sent to His priests. Without acting faithfully as a 
true priest, you are still in the reincarnation “Return to 
Sender” category. No “kingdom of God” is in the future of 
the ones who love land (material things) more than heaven 
(spiritual gifts). 

When Jesus told the watchmen, “The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls,” those “holy men” had all fallen upon the Law 
of Moses, like a Crusader hitting the shores of Jaffa, or a 
Pilgrim on the beaches of Plymouth Rock. Holding a cross 
in left hand and a sword in the right hand will crush the living 
life out of a soul’s wish for freedom from a world of sin. 

When Matthew wrote, “When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was 
speaking about them,” the next thing to ask is, “How do I fit 
into this parable?” 

Can you see how Jesus was “speaking about” all Christians 
alive in the twenty-first century?  

Can you see yourself as a tenant in a leased vineyard that has 
an understanding (a Covenant) that you are supposed to tend 
the garden, pick some grapes, turn the ripe grapes into holy 
wine, and then stand before the landowner saying, “I not only 
have fulfilled my obligation, Sir, but I have done more than 
required. I offer you everything and thank you for allowing 
me to serve you in such a wonderful place.” 

Or, are you paying the minimum, or skimming off the top, 
thinking there is still time to put back that which has been 
stolen … maybe … one day … we’ll see? 
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Pictures Needed! If you have pictures of happenings at Trinity, please share with us. We love to have snapshots of 
special events, but we also love pictures of our normal activities too. Please submit by email if you have photos 
and don’t hesitate to take pictures when you are here.  

Here are few recently submitted… 
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Po Box 1043 
Mount Airy, NC  

27030 

  

www.trinitymtairy.com 
www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy 
info@trinitymtairy.com 
(336) 786-6067 

 

Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a birthday 
blessing during any of our services. It is 

our custom to put one penny (-or 
dollar!) in the birthday bank for each 

year of your life. 

The funds go to support our Staples 
Food Ministry. 

 

Birthdays 
2nd Nate Tatman 
3rd Juan Aguilar 
5th Matthew Hicks   Anniversaries 
6th Will Merritt    8th Kale & Amory King 
9th Maleigha Brintle   20th James & Rebecca Derrick 
11th Faith Ashby    22nd Macon & Candace Sammons 
12th Miki Spencer    29th Rick & Laura Brintle 
13th Susan Olchak    31st Gary & Mary Ann Cook 
14th Ross Borders 
16th Sharin Gwim      
17th Martha Marcum    
20th Suzanne Settle 
25th Hunter Appler 
27th Adam Borders 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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