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Sam’s letter  
by Rev. Samuel A. Mason ObJN 

 
“Guide me, O thou 
great Jehovah” 
 
 
In 1995, Joyce and I sang that great 
hymn in St. George’s Cathedral in 
Jerusalem as we began a pilgrimage 
in the Holy Land. 
 
This month I will become a pilgrim 
again. Instead of a “barren land” I will 
be a pilgrim in the lush Pacific 
Northwest. This “pilgrimage” is 
sponsored by Shalem Institute.  
 
A pilgrimage is an opportunity to 
broaden our horizon. It is a chance to 
get more in touch with ourselves. We 
will be learning about the area we 
visit and spending periods of time in 
silence, listening for the earth’s 
rhythm and God’s calling. I look 
forward to this opportunity to renew 
my spirit as we go forward in our 
journey of this interim time at Trinity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
I ask your prayers and want you to 
know that I will have you in mine.  
 
I will be away September 22-October 2.  
 
This month we are gearing up for 
another program year. Sunday School 
begins again for our children and the 
Wednesday evening Holy Eucharist 
resumes. Trinity’s Book Group will 
begin meeting again on Monday 
mornings in the Parish Hall.  
Stewardship time is also drawing near.  
 
I would like to say there’s a chill in the 
air, but I think we will have to wait a bit 
for that.  
 
May God’s blessings be with is in our 
new beginnings.  
 
 
Faithfully, 
Sam+ 
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Rebuilding South Louisiana 
 
Parishes in our diocese have asked how/when they can become involved in on-the-ground support of flooding 
victims in Louisiana, and we're now getting answers. Here is the latest e-mail I've received from the Rev. Elaine 
Clements, Disaster Coordinator for the Diocese of Louisiana: 
 
"In a perfect example of how quickly things change in a disaster, we are ready to start accepting out-of-state 
volunteers.  Everyone has worked very hard here to make this happen quickly because we do so desperately need 
help over such a wide area.  With the help of our neighbors in Alabama who are getting us a shower trailer this week 
and in Mississippi who have loaned us their tool trailer, we are ready to go.    
 

"It is preferable, especially in the early stages, if volunteer groups can have someone experienced in this type of work 
to act as “crew chief” until we can get our own local site management trained and  in place everywhere.  However, 
St. Francisville is thinking that they can host groups up to twenty-five people, all over the age of 18, in various 
sleeping arrangements.  All volunteers must have a current tetanus immunization.   

 

"I can get you details of the work assignments and sleeping/eating/showering details at the point that you have 
identified the number of volunteers who would like to come.  There is no charge for accommodations or food but we 
would ask that, if you could, come and purchase what you need locally (to help our economy) and to bring gift cards 
for homeowners, preferably Visa, Home Depot, etc.  You need not bring any equipment, unless you prefer, other 
than dust masks and work gloves.  We do ask that you bring your own bedding in most instances but we can provide 
laundry for clothing so pack lightly!" 
 

If members of your parish or group want to provide hands-on help in Louisiana, as many of us did following 
Hurricane Katrina, please share this note with them and have them contact me for the most current information 
and for scheduling. 

In the meantime, please be reminded of the great need for cash donations, which can be made through 
www.episcopalrelief.org. 

Peace, 

Reid 
 

Reid Joyner 
Episcopal Relief & Development Coordinator 

Diocese of North Carolina 

 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/
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The Search Committee is in the final stages of writing 
the Trinity Profile that will be submitted to the 
Diocese by the September 15 deadline. We are 
currently working with the Vestry and hope to have 
an approval for submission in the coming weeks.  

Thank you, 

 

Beckie Derrick 

Search Committee Chairwoman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
  
  

 

 
Please keep our search committee in your prayers as 
they prepare for this task.   The discernment 
committee members are as follows: 
 
Chair: 
Beckie Derrick - r.robbins67@yahoo.com 
 - 336-529-4463 
Members: 
Brenda Goings - brendanichol@earthlink.net 
 - 336-786-9218 
Margie Martin - cmartin119@triad.rr.com 
 - 336-755-3242 
Mike Wilson - wilsonm1970@yahoo.com 
 - 336-401-2505 
Jim Wuenscher - jwuenscher@centurylink.net 
 - 276-398-4243 
 
The Discernment Committee members will be open to 
input from all members of the congregation, and they 
will welcome feedback and questions at this 
important time. 
 
 

 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who  

shall choose a Rector for Trinity Church that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and  
equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Retreat at Fort Caswell 
  
During the week of August 15, two Trinity members 
attended an inspirational event at Fort Caswell, a 
Baptist conference center near Southport, NC.  Larry 
Keesler, our organist, and the musician for the week, 
and his wife, Becky, as well as Brenda Goings, were 
inspired by spiritual leaders in this beautiful 
setting.  "The Tie That Binds" was theme for the 
week, organized for those who are beginning or 
already living in retirement.  We worshipped, we 
sang, and we experienced communion----and though 
we were the only Episcopalians this year, we hope 
other Trinity members will take an interest and join 
us next year!  An annual event, our hosts have 
invited us to ecumenical worship and 
fellowship.  What could be better?  If you have 
questions, please contact the church office or Larry 
Keesler. 
 

Larry & Becky Keesler, Brenda Goings and E.J. 
Loftis of First Baptist Mount Airy 

mailto:r.robbins67@yahoo.com
mailto:brendanichol@earthlink.net
mailto:cmartin119@triad.rr.com
mailto:wilsonm1970@yahoo.com
mailto:jwuenscher@centurylink.net
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Book Group 
Trinity Book Group will resume meeting on Monday mornings, 
beginning September 12, at 10:30am in the Parish Hall.  We will 
be reading the second half of Letters from the Farm, by The Rev. 
Becca Stevens.  The book is divided into seasons---"Fall" is 
where we'll take up.  A collection of daily devotionals, the book 
has proved interesting to a wide variety of folks!  All are 
welcome. (Questions?-contact Brenda Goings at: 
brendanichol@earthlink.net) 

 
ECW 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on September 11. The 
ECW will soon be preparing for the Autumn Leaves Festival, 

which is an important way for Trinity to connect with our 
community. 

 
Wednesday Bible Study 

Bible Study meets every Wednesday at 4:00 p.m. We are 
continuing the book titled Roger Williams and the Creation of the 

American Soul by John M. Barry. 
 

Coffee Hour 
If you would like to host Coffee Hour please sign up on the sheet 

posted in the Parish Hall. Partner with a friend or another 
couple. We provide the coffee and you provide a light snack of 

your choice. Many dates are available. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Wednesday of each 

month at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish Parlor. 
 

No Clothes Please 
While we are grateful for donations to our Staples program, we 
kindly ask that you not donate clothes. Due to regulations for 

food storage, we are unable to store clothing in our pantry.  
 

Join Team Trinity 
The Mount Airy Walk to End Alzheimer's Disease is Sept. 10th at 
Riverside Park.  A walk team from Trinity Church is being 
formed.  Please join us in the walk and/or make a donation.  
Forms for registration and donation are on the bulletin board in 
the Parish Hall.  Alzheimer's is the 6th leading cause of death in 
the U.S. and affects members of our own Parish and their 
families.  See Margie Martin for more information about the 
Walk.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Godly Play 
 

 
      
  
On September 11th Trinity’s Montessori-inspired 
Sunday School - Godly Play - starts again. The schedule 
is found on our web site. A copy is also in the Sunday 
school room and parish hall noticeboard. 
 
We are eagerly looking forward to telling a new 
collection of sacred stories. Many members of our 
church have contributed their time and talents to 
making beautiful materials with which our storytellers 
enact the stories with the children. Feel free to take a 
peek in the Sunday school room to admire the trays of 
hand-crafted materials. See if you can recognize every 
story! 
 
Lessons will start at 9:20, finishing at 10:20.  
 
Our class is designed for children from 4 to 4th grade. 
Each lesson stands alone, so if you have visiting friends’ 
children, they will be able to join in and enjoy the class, 
and will be very welcome. 
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Autumn Leaves Festival 2016 
October 14-16 

 
“The Autumn Leaves Festival is held in Mt. Airy, NC each fall and showcases our rich musical heritage, such as Old-Time, Blue Grass 

and Gospel performed by local musicians on the downtown stage. The unique arts & crafts of more than 200 craftsmen line the streets 
with many demonstrating their talents and skills passed down through the generations. Then there is “Food for the Soul” – ham 
biscuits, collards & cornbread, barbeque, hamburgers, ground steak and more served with hospitality by our local civic and other 

community groups. Come check out one of the best festivals in NC!”  ~taken from www.autumnleavesfestival.com 
 
 

PARKING ATTENDANTS NEEDED 
Each year we rent out Trinity’s parking spaces to Autumn Leaves Festival attendees.  The proceeds go towards our Staples Food Pantry 
Program, and is our major fundraiser each year.  We really need volunteers to work during festival hours collecting payment and 
keeping those cars organized!!!  Since many of the women in our parish will be working the bake sale booth (a great fundraiser for 
ECW), and acting as church greeters, we urge those hard-working men in our parish to help with parking lot duties.  A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.  So come on, Guys, please help us out!!! 
  
Friday, October 14:                  7:00 a.m. till 5:00 pm 
Saturday, October 15:   7:00 a.m. till 5:00 pm 
Sunday, October 16:                7:00 a.m. till 2:00 pm 
 

 
MUSICIANS FOR AUTUMN LEAVES 

Trinity Church would like to continue our tradition of hosting an open church for visitors during this year's Autumn Leaves Festival. 
 
If you, or anyone you know, would like to help us by providing music during some of these hours, please contact me and let me know 
how and when you might like to participate.  We have offered a wide variety of instrumental and vocal music, including classical organ 
music, traditional church hymns, gospel and praise songs and sing-alongs as well as contemporary music. 
 
In the past we have tried to offer continuous music, but I think it might make sense to have music for 45-50 minutes, followed by a ten 
minute break. 
 
The dates this year are October 14, 15 and 16.  Official hours are Friday & Saturday from 9am until 9pm, and Sunday from 12-6.  Our 
focus hours for music will be Friday and Saturday from 11 am until 5 pm, and Sunday from 12:30 until 4:30. 
Please contact me by email or phone with questions, suggestions, and to sign up for time slots. 
 
On behalf of Trinity's vestry, and our interim rector, Sam Mason, we thank you for your help.  We truly appreciate your contributions! 
 
Sincerely, 
Wendy Tatman 
 
336-374-6828, or wbtatman@yahoo.com 

 
 

ECW 
Autumn Leaves Festival is fast approaching and we again need helpers for the ECW bake sale and greeters at the church open house 
with music. Please sign up for a short time slot on the sign-up sheet that is posted on the Parish Hall bulletin board. All proceeds are 
donated to worthy causes! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wbtatman@yahoo.com
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Date 

 
Coffee Hour 

 
Usher 

 
Lector 

 
Chalice 
Bearer 

 
Flowers 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Candles 

Sept 4 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Brenda Goings 

 
Maureen Hill 

 
Vicky Town 
Sue Hidley 

 
Mike Wilson 

Janet Herman 

 
Chad Pruett 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Gail Mayer 

Sept 11 
8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Steve Hines 

 
Ann Cochrane 

Gloria Lawrence 
 

 
Mark Goad 

Wendy Tatman 

 
Mark & Kate 

Appler 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Gail Mayer 

Sept 18 
9:30 am 

 
Charlotte & 

Denny 

 
Margie Martin 

 
Vicky Town 

James Derrick 

 
Mike Wilson 
Jake Mayer 

 
Gloria 

Lawrence 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Gail Mayer 

Sept 25 
8:30 am 
10:30 am  

 
Volunteer 
Needed 

 
Bill Noble 

 
Ann Cochrane 
Wendy Tatman 

 
Mark Goad 

Janet Herman 

 
Steve Scott 

 
St. Elizabeth’s 

Guild 

 
Gail Mayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     www.thistlefarms.org 
 

 
 
 

Thistle Farms Rocks our Church! 
 

After lots of anticipation and publicity, the women of 
Thistle Farms arrived at Trinity on August 3, for a day of 
personal stories and offering their beautiful bath and body 
products for sale.  For those who are not familiar, Thistle 
Farms helps and represents women who have been 
sexually abused or trafficked.  Its founder, The Rev. Becca 
Stevens, is an Episcopal priest from Nashville, TN.  (You can 
listen to her sermons on Youtube!)  People from across the 
Mount Airy area came to our church to hear their 
message. 
  
Thistle Farms loves Trinity!  In just a few short hours, 
$7000 in products were sold to benefit the cause----more 
than they often make in 3 days.  Our community gathered 
at the end of the day in our sanctuary, to hear the 
women's dramatic testimonies of lives turned around by 
the healing power of God's love.  Connections were made 
to continue working with Thistle Farms to possibly 
establish a women's shelter in our area. 
  
So many parishioners helped out that day--special thanks 
go to our ECW and our book group for their hospitality and 
wonderful snacks!  Let us all keep prayers going up for this 
ministry and the love that was spread here on August 3rd. 
  

http://www.thistlefarms.org/
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Please pray for our Trinity family in 
the Armed Services of our country: 
 
Kyle Crump 
Kevin Hill 
Corbin Humphrey 
Matt Kroupa 
Glenn Lynch 
Gordon Lynch 
John Nichols 
Craig Phillips 
LaTreese Phillips 
Nathaniel Phillips 
Terry Stone 
 
 Immediate Needs: 
Bill Nichol 
 
Long Term Needs: 
Ginny Atkinson 
Michael Atkinson 
Peggy Beck 
Melissa Belcher 
Jason Blevins 
Dwight Blizzard 
Kristi Calton 
Jack Campbell 
Joe Caravello 
Ann Cochrane 
Gary Cook 
Bob Dalessio 
David Dalessio 
Richard Dalessio 
John Foltz 
Scott Green 
Sarah Harvey 
Michael Hensley 

 

 

 

Trinity Prayer Concerns 

 

How to let us know of your prayer concerns: 

Call the church office at 336-786-6067 or email us at info@trinitymtairy.com 

 

 
Healing Rites Offered 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
anointing and laying on of hands is 
offered before the Prayer of 
Thanksgiving. To participate in this 
powerful time of prayer, simply 
remain at the Altar rail after receiving 
Holy Communion.  
 

 
Pastoral care at Trinity 

 
At this time of change we should all 
continue to be aware of pastoral needs 
of each other, and communicate these 
to Sam via Tobi at the church office or 
to any vestry member so that they can 
be addressed. 
 
If you are unable to attend due to an 
illness or infirmity and would like to 
receive communion, please contact the 
church office. 

Adam Hewko 
Linda Hicks 
Sue Hidley 
Kelly Jarvis 
Allen Johnson 
Katherine Joyce 
Kale King 
Bill Lamm 
Angelia Lawrence 
Laura Liner 
Rocky Lyons 
Joyce Mason 
Gail Mayer 
Jake Mayer 
Dick Olchak 
Susan Olchak 
Mike Palumbo 
Claire Richards 
Ron Richards 
Ed Ritter 
Theresa Rizzo 
Haley Selby 
Chris Sheppard 
Stan Smith 
Sid Spencer, Jr. 
Marie Taylor 
Malik Torrence 
Betty Town 
Vicky Town 
Patty Wise & Family 
Jack Woltz 
 

 
 

Bereavement 

Bereavement is a journey. Bereavement 
is not a cure. It is a bridge on life's road. 
To be Bereaved is to be deprived, 
robbed and to be left in a sad or lonely 
state. Bereavement can help. It can 
assist in healing the heart. Did we say 
that it is a life bridge? Trinity would like 
to assist the Bereaved. Let us assist.  

Contact a Vestry member today. 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of 
Herbert Foltz (Marilyn Lamm’s father) who has died. May he rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 

Christian Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of Hilda 
Harbin (Linda Hicks’ and John Kidwell’s mother) who has died. May 
she rest in peace and rise in glory. 

mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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September Birthdays and Anniversaries 

www.trinitymtairy.com 
www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy 
info@trinitymtairy.com 
(336) 786-6067 

 

Birthday Blessings 

You may come forward for a 
birthday blessing during any of 
our services. It is our custom to 

put one penny (-or dollar!) in the 
birthday bank for each year of 

your life. 

The funds go to support our 
Staples Food Ministry. 

   Birthdays 
9-3 Kale King 
9-7 Erin Rogers 
9-7 Nelson Hodgkins 
9-8 Allen Johnson           Anniversaries 
9-17 John Springthorpe, III    9-28 Bill & Page Woltz 
9-17 William Woltz, III 
9-19 Gloria Lawrence 
9-19 Scotti Vaughn Teschke 
9-19 Vicky Town 
9-21 Gail Mayer 
9-21 Robert Wallace 
9-21 William Wallace 
9-22 Laura Harrill Liner 
9-23 Steve Hines 
9-24 Nelson Woltz 
9-25 Margaret Wilmoth 
9-30 John Kidwell 

http://www.trinitymtairy.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trinitymtairy
mailto:info@trinitymtairy.com
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